
 





 
 
 

Here’s how to make a sturdy shopping bag and help cut down on wasted resources and pollution 
at the same time. 
 
Dimensions: Each square = 1 inch. 

1. Sides of bag— 35” x 18”--- 
2. Bottom of bag— 11” x 7”----  
3. Handles — 28” x 3” 

 
Note:  Use sturdy material like drapery fabric, broadcloth, or corduroy. 
For sturdier bottom, cut two and put together, or use stiff fabric like denim or upholstery material. 

 
Finished bag will be approximately 16 inches tall. 
Make your bag bright and colorful and you’re more likely to carry it with you.  

 

To make bag: 
Step 1: Sew two ends (AB) together on wrong side with ½ inch seam. Press seam open, but leave wrong side out. 

Step 2. Make a 1” hem around the top: Fold one edge ½ inch (toward wrong side).  Press.  Fold additional 1 inch and press. 
Sew. 

Step 3. Baste (sew or pin) bottom sections (CDEF) wrong sides together.    

Step 4. Pin edges to bottom of side section. (Make sure the wrong side is showing). Sew around all corners C, D, E, and F. 

Step 5:  Turn bag right side out. Press around bottom seam.  You can topstitch the bottom seam for extra sturdiness  

Step 6:  Handle. Fold handle strip down middle, wrong sides together. Sew a ½ inch seam forming a tube. Turn right side out.  
Press with seam in center.  Cut strip in half. 

Step 7: Attach handles: Mark center of each side of bag. Place end of handle about 3” on each side of this mark. With 1” 
extending inside bag, sew the handles securely (zig-zag) to the bag at top and bottom of the hem.  For reinforcement, you 
may also sew an X from top corner to bottom corner of the hem. (See figure above.) 

 

A               

A

C   
   
 D   
        

Place these two pieces on fold of fabric 


