Need to talk about 1t?

Discuss the adoption of a social statement on human
sexuality and the opening of the ELCA’s ministry to
people in committed same-gender relationships. The fol-
lowing resources are available to you at www.iksynod.
org/events/WhatDoesThisMean/resources.asp

www.iksynod.org/events/WhatDoesThisMean/resources.asp

“Church is Society: A Lutheran Perspective,” is the
first social statement adopted by the ELCA and both
calls congregations to be communities of moral de-
liberation and provides foundational perspective on
the role of social statements in the life of this church.

“Talking Together as Christians about Tough Social
Issues,” provides guidance and a curriculum for cul-
tivating the sort of conversation and community life
that facilitate the moral deliberation discussed in the
social statement and which also honors one another’s
deep, differing commitments and conscience.

Final versions of the four adopted Recommendations
on Ministry Policy

ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson’s concluding
message

Summary of actions regarding the social statement
and its recommendations, prepared by the Office of
Bishop Stuck, August 2009

“Reflections on the ELCA Churchwide Assembly
and the Bible,” by Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Wengert

“In The Aftermath: Reflections Following the 2009
ELCA Churchwide Assembly,” by Dr. David Yeago

*  “The Bible, The Church, and Faithful Discernment,” by Dr.
Brian Peterson

» “ALife Worthy of our Calling,” a sermon by Bishop Herman R.
Yoos

*  “FAQs About Recent ELCA Decisions” by Peter Keyel

*  “Welcoming in the Gentiles: A Biblical Model for Decision
Making”

* “The Bible and Our Ethics,” a discussion with Ralph W. Klein

Books to read:

The Gospel of Grace: Tools for building a positive understanding of
the Bible, by Dr. Mark Wickstrom

This book is about the process of deciding how we determine our
use of any particular biblical text. It gives, “A way of understanding
how two people can use the same book to justify conflicting opin-
ions.” Each chapter concludes with exercises and questions which
will help small groups interact with the scriptures and with one
another. Chapter seven includes several case studies including one
which looks at the issue of homosexuality and the scriptures.

Making Sense of Scripture: Big Questions about the Book of Faith,
by David J. Lose

This study is a beginning course which addresses questions like
“How is the Bible the word of God?” and “What kind of author-
ity does the Bible hold?” It is written in an easy to use format, with
questions and answers at the heart of each chapter. This book/study
would be helpful for Sunday school classes, Bible Studies and other
congregational small groups.
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