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	Sunday School Projects for Youth and Stewardship.
1) A Sunday School Benevolence Project.
This project is based on Jesus’ parable about the Talents. Each of the students is given a certificate worth a certain amount of money and they are then challenged to do “something good” with it that helps others. This is a project that may look expensive, but it has a great effect on the young people as well as on the rest of the congregation.

a) Print up certificates for each student from about 3rd grade through the oldest students who attend regularly. Each certificate has its own identification number. The certificates can be worth whatever amount you choose - $10 or $20 each.

b) For a couple of weeks before the program explain what will happen at Sunday School openings, in church during announcements and in the newsletter so that students, parents and the rest of the congregation will know what is going to be going on in this project.

c) Explain that each student has a certificate and they are challenged to find some good cause to use it towards. When they choose a good deed have them write it down on the card and bring it in to Sunday School to be approved. (It is necessary for the church to approve the projects; otherwise there may be a few well-meaning but childish projects suggested. In those cases it is an opportunity to educate the student and let him/her try again.) They are free to add to the amount they have and students can combine their certificates for greater effect.

d) After all the money has been disbursed and the projects have been completed give an accounting to the church in an announcement and in the newsletter.
Some students will not make use of the opportunity while some others will use their certificates to make contributions to church, missionaries or public charities. Still other students will be a bit more creative. For example, in one Sunday School two students got together and bought Spanish cartoon-style Bibles for local school libraries. Another student used the money to buy supplies to make health kits for LWR. Another bought gloves to send to rescue workers following a disaster.

e) While the 3rd through HS youth are doing this project the younger Sunday School students could have their own project - perhaps part of a few classes assembling health kits and school kits for LWR.

2) An inter-generational project about generosity.
Have the students go about and interview older members. (Some churches could do this as part of the coffee time.) Ask them, “Who was the most generous person you ever knew?” “What did they do that was so generous?” “Did you ever find out why they were so generous?”

3) High School
Have the Jr. high and High School students view and discuss the Video.  
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Thoughts About Stewardship
1. In Colossians 1:28-29 Paul talks about proclaiming him, admonishing and teach everyone with all wisdom, ‘so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.  To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.”  With that thought in mind let life happen THROUGH YOU and not happen TO YOU.
2. In Luke 10:30-37 Jesus talks about a man who fell in the hands of robbers.  They stripped him and went away leaving him dead.  Three different men came by.  Two of them crossed to the other side of the road, but the third man helped.  He helped by bandaging his wounds, and took him on his donkey to an inn where he paid for his treatment.  Each one of us can also help our fellow persons by reaching out to the sick and ill, our church and community.  We can also assist with troubled youth or with mentally impaired young and older adults.  Survey the needs of your community and become involved.  Ask yourself the question, “what can I do to support my church and my community’ and DO it.
3. How poor are WE?  One day a father of a very wealthy family took his son on a trip to the country with the firm purpose of showing his son how poor people live.  They spend a couple of days and nights on the farm of what would be considered a very poor family.  One their return from their trip, the father asked his son, “How was the trip?” “It was great, Dad”  “Did you see how poor people live?” the father asked.  “Oh year,” said the son.  “So tell me what you learned from the trip?” asked the father.  The son answered: “I saw that we have one dog and they had four.  We have a pool that reaches to the middle of our garden and they have a creek that has no end.  We have imported lanterns in our garden and they have the stars at night.  Our patio reached to the front yard and they have the whole horizon.  We have a small piece of land to live on and they have fields that go beyond our sight.  We have servants who serve us, they serve others.  We buy our food, but they grow theirs.  We have walls around our property to protect us, they have friends to protect them.”  The boy’s father was speechless. Then his son added, “Thanks, Dad, for showing me how poor we are.”  Isn’t perspective a wonderful thing? Makes you wonder what would happen if we all gave thanks for everything we have instead of worrying about what we don’t have.
4. Give More and Become Richer—I think that a person who is attached to riches, who lives with the worry of riches, is actually very poor.  If this person puts his money at the service of others, then he is rich, very rich.  

Mother Teresa
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