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	The Most Important Things
What is the greatest gift you can give your child? Ask a room full of parents and you're liable to get a wide range of answers: love, acceptance, confidence, a strong self-image. How about quality time? Attention? Material wealth?

ADVANCE \d4These are valuable and important, But which is the greatest? Perhaps this hint from God's Word will help: What good is it for a one to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? (Mark 8:36)
ADVANCE \d4The greatest gift Christian parents can give their children is what you might call "soul food." It's to make sure they get the nourishment they need for their faith to grow. Yes, only God can give the gift of faith. But He cultivates that faith through the work of parents, Sunday-school teachers, pastors, and fellow Christians.

ADVANCE \d4Still, raising children in our fast-paced society is demanding. To be a "good parent," mothers and fathers often feel they have to be able to do it all-sports, scouts, academic competitions, birthday parties, music lessons-the job description seems endless. How can we even begin to meet all the needs our children have? It seems the harder we try, the more they need. No wonder parents often "meet themselves coming and going."

ADVANCE \d4As Jesus told Martha, though, You are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed (Luke 10:41-42). Imagine parents raising well-adapted children who grow up with a good education and a strong self-image. Now, imagine that these parents never brought their children to the life-giving waters of Baptism. Imagine they never taught them anything about God's Word at home or took them to church. Perhaps such children would grow to do wonderful things in the world. But would they have what they need most?

ADVANCE \d4"What good is it for one to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?" Now, perhaps you are thinking to yourself, "How can I add one more thing to my life?" Now, this is not supposed to be something you "add" to your life. It's a matter of prioritizing your life. Since the most important thing we can do for our children is to bring them up in the Christian faith, to give them as many opportunities as possible to grow in that faith, our priorities must change. Faith-full things take on a new priority; other things become less important. 

ADVANCE \d4Many parents have been trying to be "Super Parent." Being Christian parents clearly means going to church together, talking about Jesus, doing family devotions and encouraging our children in their faith. It's not your taxi-driving time or your gift-shopping talent that make you the parent God wants you to be. It's teaching your children what it means to be forgiven, living in that forgiveness, and sharing it with others. Indeed, if we succeed at this, our children will be set for much more than a good temporal life.

ADVANCE \d4If you've been scrambling to give your children everything you think they need, if you've been trying to be "Super Parent"-STOP!! That's too much pressure. Trying to do it all has likely made you irritable and impatient. It's probably been the cause of many sins parents commit against their children. Instead, opt for the "life" in Christ. Forgive yourself for past failures. Remember, Christ's death and resurrection for us means we don't have to beat ourselves up over the times we've blown it in the past. Our Lord's full and free forgiveness now gives us the freedom and strength to live a new life in Christ.

ADVANCE \d4So are you giving your children the greatest gift? Here are 10 gifts that you can give your children to nourish their faith and actually reduce the stress in your family.

ADVANCE \d4Make use of time in the car with your children to talk about your faith. 

ADVANCE \d4Pray together in the morning, before meals, and at bedtime. Use written prayers as well as prayers "from the heart," giving each person a chance. Look at Luther's morning and evening prayers, the Lord's Prayer and other favorites. 

ADVANCE \d4Make your faith an integral part of resolving conflict in the family. End arguments by forgiving your children and asking them to forgive you when appropriate. 

ADVANCE \d4Encourage your children in their relationships with your pastor, their friends and families and church. 

ADVANCE \d4Write notes and letters telling your children over and over again that they are loved by God and are special to you. 

ADVANCE \d4Make time for family devotions. Encourage questions. Explore subjects your children suggest. Make that all-important connection between faith and everyday life. Use the catechism. 

ADVANCE \d4Make Sunday school and church something your family does together. If children ask why they have to go to church, answer them by explaining, "This is what our family does on Sunday morning to grow in our faith." 

ADVANCE \d4Take your child to youth-group activities and other events at church. These are often considered "extras," but having Christian friends can be crucial for a child's spiritual nourishment. 

ADVANCE \d4Consider sending your child to a Christian school if there is one in your area. 

ADVANCE \d4Don't quit nourishing your children, just because they are confirmed. Keep going to church together as long as they're living at home-and even after. 

ADVANCE \d4In Christ's love, Rev. Ron Voss (Used by permission)
Top of article        Top of Stewardship Resource Document
Give God Something To Work With
In the story of the little boy who gave Jesus his lunch of five loaves and two fish Jesus took it and fed 5,000 people with 12 baskets full of left-overs and crumbs. It is an example of how young people are active parts of the work of God’s Kingdom. In this story we see the great stewardship principle that whatever we give to God - He can take it, and do more with it than we could have imagined. The obvious question is, “What if the boy had never offered the lunch he had for Jesus to use?” It may very well be that Jesus might not have been able to do the great miracle.

But the story also points out that we must at least offer something to Jesus to work with - it doesn’t have to be much. After all, Jesus told us great things could be accomplished with only a mustard seed of faith; because God is the one who makes the great things happen. But for some reason, He has set things up so that for great things to happen we often need to give Him something to work with.

Now, it is important that we realize that it’s not just 10 percent of our money or ten percent of our time or just 10 percent of our lives that we give to Jesus - He calls for 100 percent. Imagine what Jesus can do with someone who gives the whole self to Him!

This is an important thing for young people, because for many people some of the most important decisions and directions for their lives were determined while they were between 13-18.  Thomas Edison’s life direction as an entrepreneur/inventor was decided by the time he got done reading a book at 14. Most alcoholics trace their beginnings to the age of 13-14. The seeds for the choice of most careers are sown in the teen years. Values are pretty well set before adolescence. Many more examples can be given. But it is plain that the years of youth are important years establishing an identity that can set the stage for a whole lifetime - not just carefree wanderings. Our church’s ministry to our youth is to encourage and help them to be disciples of Christ now and for the rest of their lives. 
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About Dissatisfaction
Some people spend a lot of their lives feeling worthless and others spend a lot of their lives feeling superior. Both people are often suffering from the same problem of a big ego because whether they feel good or bad about themselves they are too concerned with their own glory.

A big ego is like an addiction because it keeps you constantly trying to get more recognition and honor. If you don’t get the recognition you are upset. If you do get recognition it makes you want even more and then you become even more dissatisfied. In addition, a big ego brings with it envy so that when someone else gets some sort of glory you get depressed inside even if you know you should be happy for them. Basically, when a person with a big ego has the ball they hold onto it, and when they don’t have the ball they criticize those who do and play only half-heartedly themselves. As a result, a big ego will often keep a person from getting involved with others because they will frequently threaten to quit while trying to look like they are just being independent.

A person with a big ego cannot be satisfied and they are constantly looking for recognition or assurances that they are “better” so this can make them braggarts, depressed, selfish, temperamental and dishonest.

But someone might ask, “Should we be satisfied? If we get too contented will we have any drive or ambition? Should we be satisfied with all the things that need doing or changing? Should we be satisfied if we know we could do something better?

Well there is a difference between ambition based on contentment and ambition based on a big ego. Each of us has a calling from the Lord. Some of you may know what your calling is; others of you don’t know yet. God gives people dreams and ambitions according to His calling. Now, the most important part of God’s calling is that we keep our Lord in the driver’s seat. If you put yourself in the driver’s seat you will feed your ego and eventually find yourself dissatisfied, envious and depressed no matter what you accomplish. However, if you put God in charge then your ambitions will accomplish the things God called you to do and give glory to God. Along the way you will find joy, meaning and contentment. This also takes a load off of you because you can know that everything is not on your shoulders alone.

Being contented does not mean that you have no ambitions, dreams or goals. Being contented means that you follow the dreams and ambitions God gave to you but you don’t build your life and emotions around getting all the glory you can for yourself. 
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Obedience
I said, “Let me walk in the fields.”

   He said, “No, walk in the town.”

I said, “There are no flowers there.”

   He said, “No flowers, but a crown.”

I said, “But the skies are black;

   There is nothing but noise and din.”

And He wept as He sent me back,

   “There is more,” He said, “there is sin.”

I said, “But the air is thick,

   And fogs are veiling the sun.”

He answered, “Yet souls are sick,

   And souls in the dark undone.”

I said, “I shall miss the light,

   And friends will miss me, they say.”

He answered, “Choose tonight

   If I am to miss you, or they.”

I pleaded for time to be given.

   He said, “Is it hard to decide?

It will not seem hard in heaven

   To have followed the steps of your Guide.”

I cast one look at the fields,

   Then set my face to the town;

He said, “My child, do you yield?

   Will you leave the flowers for the crown?”

Then into His hand went mine,

   And into my hear came He;

And I walk in a light divine

   The path I had feared to see.”

“Obedience,” George Macdonald
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Falling In Love
Sooner or later everyone falls in love. But then, at some point a couple may wonder if they have a growing, maturing love, or if what they have is only an infatuation that will not last through the ups and downs. Here are some statements that are characteristic of either love or infatuation. The L’s” are statements characteristic of love while the “I’s” are infatuation.

L: I’m warmed by his/her presence even when we’re apart, because I’m secure in our love and I trust him/her.

I: When we’re apart, I’m afraid that he/she might find someone else.

L: Sure, he/she has faults. But I understand and accept those faults.

I: They say everyone has faults, but everything about my boyfriend / girlfriend is perfect.

L: Our love gives me strength and brings out the best in both of us.

I: I don’t let him/her see the real me because I’m afraid he/she won’t like me.

L: Our love has made me feel better about myself, my school work and my family.

I: Our love is so powerful that I don’t have time to bother with my schoolwork or my family.

L: I’m happy when he/she is successful at something because we love, respect and support each other.

I: When he/she is successful at something, I feel threatened and jealous of all the attention.

L: We enjoy doing little things for each other, without expecting anything in return, just because we’re in love.

I: Having sex will make out relationship stronger and guarantee that we’ll stay together.

L: I pray for us and for God to become the center of what we have.

I: God has nothing to do with it.

L: When we are alone, we enjoy talking and doing things together.

I: We find it difficult to be together unless we know it will end in intimacy and “making out.”

L: I have no problem with my boyfriend or girlfriend spending time with his/her friends.

I: I get jealous when he/she spends time with his/her friends instead of me.

L: I want what is best for both of us, even if I don’t always get my way.

I: We never disagree on anything, because we’re in love.

L: We give each other private time and space.

I: I want to get married now so I won’t lose him/her.

If you find that the two of you have an infatuation, that doesn’t mean it is wrong - sometimes infatuations grow into love. So, if you are in love with someone look over this list and talk about it with each other.
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Money
It sure is great to have money - no matter what your age! We need it just to survive and after our basic needs are covered money can be a lot of fun too. But there are three problems that come with money.

1) Money can become way too important. You don’t need to look very far to see all the things people will do for money. It can even become a god like the first couple of commandments warn us about when we start to think of money as our source of security, hope and all of our needs. Those are all thing that are supposed to be coming from God. That is one reason why some philosophers and great spiritual leaders have suggested that we need to get comfortable with giving away some of our money, so that it doesn’t have power over us.

2) Money can become like an addiction. Too often, the more money some people get, the more they want. You only need to look in a newspaper to see all the bad things people will do to get money. It is interesting that in 1950 a household was considered wealthy if they took in $50,000 a year, and in those days only 1 in 30,000 families took in that much money. At the beginning of our 21st century you are considered wealthy if your family takes in $120,000 a year; and today there is 1 family in 14 that brings in that much money. The strange thing is that even though so many more people are “wealthy” consumer debt is higher than ever before. That means that with more money many people spend more - so much more that they owe a lot more than they earn.

3) There are all kinds of things that want you to spend your money - advertisers, friends, your own wants and desires, etc. Jesus said an interesting thing about this: “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” You notice that the heart follows the treasure. That means when you start spending money on something it will become more and more important to you as you spend more and more money on it. This means that your whole life can be directed by how others can get you to spend your money. One piece of good advice is for you to get into the habit of dividing up your money into three parts. Take 10% and give it to God - either through an offering, or to a charity you believe in, or to help someone in need. Take another 10% and put into savings. Then use the other 80%. 

Money is important and God is the one who gives us the abilities and opportunities to get money. For something as important as money we need to stop ask God to guide us to wisdom in using money.
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Looks
There is no question that most people (especially teenagers) notice other people’s physical looks. There is also no question that they make looks too important.

But on the other hand, it seems that young people are very self-conscious about their physical appearances - their looks. All my life I have never ceased to be amazed that even the best good looking people usually think there is something about themselves that doesn’t look good. They don’t like the way their nose, or their ears, or whatever looks like. People do extreme things to try to look good. Everybody has heard about anorexia. Following is by a pastor who struggled with the concern about looks when he was in high school and early college.

When I was a lot younger I lifted weights for a sport I played and at one point I remember getting so that I thought I was way too skinny. Then the opportunity came to me from someone in the gym to get some steroids and HGH drug. I argued with myself about this. On the one had I thought that I would like to get a lot bigger and more muscular. Besides the hormones might make me better at my sport. (Hormones were not considered illegal in sports yet in those days.) On the other hand I thought about what God would want me to do. One of the main reasons for my interest in exercise was in order to be a good stewards of the body God had given me. I wanted to take care of it so that I could be able to do whatever physically god might call me to do. I often reminded myself of St. Paul’s words, “Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.” 

I finally decided against the drugs, even though once in a while I would see the significant progress some of my friends were making who were using the drugs. I look back now and I am glad that I didn’t use the drugs. Not only because years later some of my friends have had health problems that are related to the over-use of growth drugs. But more importantly, I learned about good stewardship of the body means accepting what God has given you, doing the best you can with what you have, and asking God how He wants you to use it. One thing I learned for certain, is to be careful to decide between using your body for what God considers important and not for what my pride or fears about how I look to others tell me to do with the body God gave me. There is nothing wrong with wanting your body to look good. As long as it is not as important as giving your body to God first.
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Beating The Fear Of Failure
 “If only I could be better at my sport.” “ If only I could make the cheerleading team.” “I wish I was good enough to ask that girl out on a date.” “I dream of being student president.” “I’d give anything to get the lead in the school play.”

Does any of this sound something like one of your own favorite dreams? We all have a special goal we would love to reach. But most of our dreams end with doubt. We don’t know if we can do it.

Unfortunately, most people avoid doing the one thing that can make their dreams come true: that is, they don’t give themselves the chance to fail.

Imagine a 10-month-old baby learning to walk. At first he or she takes one step, staggers and falls down. After crashing a few times, he or she can take three or four steps before falling down again.

Now, what if a baby were to say to itself, “I’m not going to try walking anymore. Someone might laugh at me. I’m making a total fool of myself.” 

Then what if the same kid said 8 years later, “I’m not going to ride a bike until I’m good at it.” That sounds weird doesn’t it? But that’s the same as a high school student who says, “I’d love to get the lead in the school play (or whatever you may want to do), but everyone will laugh at me if I try out for it. Anyway, I know I’m no good at that stuff anyway ... so why try?”

Doing something well is a step-by-step process. Each step may not look too impressive compared to the final goal. Yet each step is necessary to reach your goal. For example, you might try out for many parts in the drama department or you may work hard on the basketball court for a long time. Then eventually you do something right and take the next step towards your goal. Don’t get mad at yourself the first times you fail at whatever it is you are trying to do.

If you want to accomplish something, give yourself the chance to fail. Not once - but many times. Babe Ruth was called the home-run king. He was at bat 8,399 times and hit 714 home runs. He also struck out 1,330 times. Babe Ruth failed more often than succeeded - but that’s what he had to do to reach his goals.  

Something that helps a lot when you are struggling through a string of failures is to always remind yourself that God accepts you no matter what. This is especially important if there really are others who are basically laughing at you when you fail. Turn to God when you experience failure and ask Him in prayer for guidance, direction and courage. Maybe God has a new direction for you to go.

Jesus could have looked at His whole life as a failure. He wanted to teach people to have love, courage, faith and direction. He wanted to heal people. But people pushed Him away. Some laughed and yelled at Him. Eventually they beat Him up and crucified Him. But Jesus never said, “I’m a failure.” At times when it looked like He was failing, He prayed and He kept on so that the last three years He lived on earth affected the whole human race more than any other person.

Trying something new, or going after a goal is not always easy. Moses felt that he could not do the job God had called him to do (Exodus 3:11; 4:10-13). Like Moses you might feel afraid too. But most fear seems to be a fear of failing.

When you are afraid, turn to Jesus in prayer and keep going. Don’t think that only fools fail. Let Jesus be your example.
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Purity
There was a chaplain whose kids wanted to go see a movie their friends were all going to. The problem was that the movie was R- rated because there was going to be some sex and violence that they didn’t want them to see. Well, the kids argued that they weren’t little children anymore and so they were old enough to see that sort of thing without it hurting them. Besides, there was only a little of the objectionable material in the movie. Their friends were already going to movies like that already and they were not becoming warped and twisted perverts. What was so bad about a little sex and violence in movies? It’s all part of real life anyway.

The chaplain finally quit arguing the point and decided to let it rest a while. Then he went into the kitchen and made some brownies. Now, in that family the chaplain was the great brownie cook and everyone always liked the brownies he could make.

So, he took some flour, eggs, milk, chocolate and all the other ingredients he needed for making brownies and mixed them up in a big bowl. Next, he went outside and got a teaspoon of dog manure (that’s right: doggie doo, dog crap, dog tootsies, etc.) and he mixed it in with all the other ingredients and baked the brownies. It wasn’t long before everyone could smell the brownies all over the house and when the chaplain put them on a plate in the kitchen all the kids were anxiously waiting for their dad’s great brownies.

He let them grab some of the brownies but quickly stopped them before eating them and said, “Just a minute! Before you eat those brownies I want you to know that when I made these brownies I mixed in a teaspoon of dog manure before baking them. If that’s O.K. with you go ahead and help yourselves!”

The kids dropped their brownies and shouted, “Dog manure! How could anyone eat these! What’s the matter with you!”

The chaplain went on, “Don’t worry about it, there is only a little manure in them, the brownies have been baked so most of the germs should be dead. Besides, manure is a part of real life anyway. Come on, you’re all old enough to have good immune systems to handle a little dog manure, aren’t you?”

The kids got the point and there has been no further arguments about going to rated movies since.

The point that story makes is good for not only movies but also for all other parts of life. Of course, we cannot expect to protect ourselves from all things that are not good; but with God’s help we can keep ourselves pure. Martin Luther once said, “I cannot keep the birds from flying over my head, but I can keep them from building a nest in my hair.” We cannot keep from being around dirty jokes, but we can keep from looking for them or telling them. We can’t keep others from lying and gossiping, but we can make it stop with us. There are a lot of bad things in the world that make it an impure world and we cannot hide from all of it. In fact, Jesus told us to be out there in the world living and working as His people so we simply cannot avoid the X-rated parts of life. But we can keep ourselves from dwelling in and looking for those things, as the New Testament teaches, “Be in the world but not of the world.”

St. Paul gave some advice to the Philippians (4:8); “Finally brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”
We cannot avoid all the other stuff, but we can decide what we will seek to think on.
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The Popularity Game
(It’s not just for kids - but that’s when you learn the rules.)
To be popular means that you never have to sit alone in the cafeteria. You are picked as head cheerleader - or team captain. You are invited to all the best parties. Walking through the halls, you feel like a star.

Being popular is an important goal in high school (and most other places too.) Everybody wants to be liked and accepted. There are different things that can make person popular but unfortunately, many people think the best way to reach this goal is through the short-cut of playing the Popularity Game. 

The problem with the Popularity Game is that the game can be expensive. In order to play there are certain rules to follow and so you often have to shake off your own values and maybe even some of our Christian morals.. That is, in order to play the popularity game you have to play by their rules. The game has lots of unwritten rules about dating, drinking, friends, ways of dressing, talk and how to have fun. Here are three big problems with the popularity game rules:

No time for self-development.
People who play the popularity game can spend so much time and effort trying to follow everybody else’s rules as they try to fit-in that there isn’t much left for a person to become who God wants them to become. Spending most of your energy trying to fit-in hurts your individuality and creativity. But we will become more and more like the people God wants us to be when we are not afraid to be ourselves. The Popularity Game (and the Popular People) want us to become someone we are not. (Maybe that’s why there are so many stories about people like Bill Gates who failed at the Popularity game and now laugh about it.)

Walking on Others
The Popularity Game is even expensive for those who are not playing. That’s because in order for there to be Popular People there have to be unpopular people. Most popular people who play the game know this and so they try to make sure the unpopular stay unpopular. They do thing like making an unpopular person feel very uncomfortable if he or she sits at a popular table at lunch. Or they may tease a popular kid for being with an unpopular kid. (“You went out with Jack Shlack? Ooh, how gross!”)

On the other hand, I have known some popular kids who did not play the popularity game. Even though they were popular still associated with the unpopular kids; some of their best friends were not considered popular by the Popular people. Who your friends are is a good test of whether you are playing the game or not.

Popularity doesn’t last
Like all games there is time for it to end. Popularity in high School disappears pretty quickly after graduation. Then all of that time, effort, stress to be one of the Popular ones is lost. A writer named Thom Schulz once wrote about some Popular People he knew. “Three girls on the cheerleading squad at my high school were hard-core Popular people. They did everything by the Popularity Game including being cool toward the kids who were not part of the Popular People.

Predictable, after high school everyone parted and began building their adult lives - everyone, that is, except these three girls. They stuck together and tried to continue their exclusive little club. They continued to laugh at the “nerds” who had been their classmates. But the nerds began leaving town and attending colleges or landing good jobs. They probably never knew that the three girls back home were laughing.

Now after 15 years, I still see these three former [Popular People]. They don’t seem to laugh much anymore. Once a week they gather at a local restaurant and sit at the same little table. They seem lonely. Their cold aloof, “popular” way of treating others has left them with only each other.
The Popularity Game always was and always will be
In Mark 9:33-37 Jesus’ disciples were playing the Game. He told them, whoever wants to be first must place himself or herself last of all and be the servant of all. This is the opposite of the world’s ideas. Imagine that Jesus came to your school to pick out the top young people based on His standards - who would they be? Some of them might be popular, but most of them would probably be nobodies.

Jesus showed the foolishness of the Popularity Game, He tells us that instead of worrying about popularity we should be spending more time helping out and being with the nobodies. If you start to do that the Popular People will probably laugh at you and keep you from being one of the Popular People.

But you won’t be alone because Jesus never won the Popularity Game either. He had no time for games, He was too busy serving those around Him - the lonely, the nerds and the unpopular people.

And He calls us to do the same.
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Worshiping Lord – Giving To The Lord
It is part of our Christian calling that we are always seeking after a greater understanding of our faith. As a community of people who claim Jesus to be our savior, our Lord, the central act of the community of faith is worship; gathering around the proclamation of the Word and the administration of the Sacraments. In the book entitled, “Giving to God, The Bible’s Good News about Living a Generous Life” written by Dr. Mark Powell. he tells a wonderful story about worship. Below is a section of the book I would like to share with you in hopes that you will find it as insightful as I do.

 

“Six days a week God blesses us,” my mother would say, “and on Sundays we give thanks.” That has always stuck with me, although I know that there is more to it than that. Pastors and worship leaders work very hard to provide their congregations with services that they hope will be meaningful and inspirational to all who come. Of course. But I still think my mother was right; the main reason for going to church is not to get our needs met; the main reason , the most important reason, for going to church is to worship God.
And now that I am (a lot) older, I have discovered something else. When people do this – when they come to church to worship God – something wonderful happens. They invariably discover that they are much more likely to get something out of the experience that if they had come for any other reason. I don’t know why this is – maybe God just has a sense of irony. Or maybe the point is that one of our greatest needs is to worship God. We don’t always know this, but it is true nonetheless, and when we quit focusing on ourselves and focus instead on worshiping the God who is so good to us, one our deepest needs is met. We just didn’t know, perhaps that that was what we needed.
So worship is essential to faith. But I have also said that sacrifice is essential to worship. Why is that? Because worship, almost by definition, is the opposite of self-centeredness. When we worship God, we make God (rather than ourselves) the center of our devotion. Doing this always involves some element of self-denial or sacrifice, giving up something that we value, giving up attention to OUR wants and OUR need in order to focus on God.
 
Praise God from whom all Blessings flow!
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What Drives Our Lives?
“What drives your Life?” Everyone’s life is driven by something. Most Dictionaries define the verb drive as “to guide, to control, or to direct.” Whether you are driving a car, a nail, or a golf ball, you are guiding, controlling, and directing it at that moment. What is the driving force of your life? 

Right now you may be driven by a problem, a pressure, or a deadline. You may be driven by a painful memory, a haunting fear, or a unconscious belief. There are hundreds of circumstances, values, and emotions that can drive your life. 

These are the opening words to the third chapter of Rick Warren’s now famous book, The Purpose Driven Life. He goes on in that third chapter to give 5 of the most common forces that drive our lives: guilt, resentment/anger, fear, materialism, and the need for approval. What he doesn’t do is to make a distinguishing differentiation between Christians and non-Christians as to what drives our lives. I think in this case he is right on in not doing so because Jesus makes it clear that we are struggling with giving our life to the one thing that should drive our life. “No one can serve two masters,” Jesus says. 

As Christians we are caught in the human predicament that requires us to ask, "To whom (what) shall we go" for life. But again, as Christians our answer should be different than what drives the world, for we know that we belong to God through Christ. My faith tells me that all the hope I have as a human being is in Christ and that the resurrection becomes the one event by which my life is driven. The resurrection gives meaning and direction, it gives focus and motivation to the way I live in this world for others and as much as anything else, to borrow Pastor Warren’s words, the resurrection has for my life eternal implications. With this understanding of the resurrection being the purpose driving my life should there even be a question as to serving two masters. Of course not! 

Stewardship is nothing more and nothing less than realizing the driving force of our life is Jesus Christ. Therefore all that we do and all that we say reflects our desire to give to God through Christ what he has righteously given us. These words are I hope familiar to you. Driven by our desire to let God have control over our lives, we give to God what God has first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions.
Pray that when you read this article you will find yourself wondering, “What drives my life?” Look with hope that you can answer Pastor Warren’s question with an unabashedly and even boldly stated response; “To Christ and his ways for the world I have given my life and for his sake (for his purpose) I am driven for living.”
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What Belongs To God?
Traditionally the latter part of the Pentecost season has been a time of stewardship emphasis in our congregations.  On any given Sunday in October or November you might hear a message on stewardship in your congregation.  I remember vividly the feeling of panic that came upon me when I was a young and newly ordained pastor and needed to come up with a stewardship message for my congregation on “stewardship Sunday.”  So when a lay member of the congregation volunteered to present a program on tithing I was elated and gladly accepted his offer.  For his presentation he set up two tables in the front of the sanctuary.  Then he began to demonstrate how we have been richly blessed by God and how little God requires of us in return.  The presenter did this by taking 10 apples putting 9 of them on one table and one apple on the other table.  He did the same with 10 bananas and 10 oranges and 10 shirts, etc.  Soon the table with the 9 items of each kind was stacked high with all kinds of blessings.  And the table with one of each kind was dramatically less abundant.  His point was that tithing was a small thing to do in comparison to all that we have received.  God gives us abundantly and expects so little of us, that we can surely give that little tithe.  Then came the clincher when pointing to the abundant table of blessings, he said, “God has given us all this to do with whatever we want, so at least we can give a tithe back to God.”  

Through the years I have come to understand how limited this concept of stewardship is.  Sure, God does ask us to tithe.  That is biblical.  But the Bible doesn’t stop with the tithe. Biblical stewardship has more to do with what we do with the 90% left after we tithe.  These gifts are not just ours to do with as we please.  All that God gives us is to be used according to God’s will for us, our family, our community, our nation and all people.  One of the Gospel stories we hear in our congregations this time of year is the story about Jesus’ encounter with the Pharisees. Trying to entrap him they asked, “Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”  Jesus’ answer was simple.  He asked for the coin they used to pay the tax and then said, “Whose head and title is on this coin?”  They answered, “The emperor’s.”  Jesus said, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  And what belongs to God?  Everything belongs to God.  All things come from God and all things return to God.  And all that we have been given is on loan to us from God and is to be used according to God’s will.  To be a “steward” is to be in charge of someone else’s property, which is to be used according to the owner’s wishes.  That’s the biblical concept of stewardship.

Therefore stewardship includes all that we do and say.  It includes all our resources and how we use them for the good of others.  It includes all of our money and how we spend it.  It includes how we respond to the needs of our neighbor and our world.  It includes issues of justice and welfare for all of God’s people.  The tithe is a biblical concept that is meant just to be a beginning point for our stewardship.  And it is a good beginning point, but it is only a beginning point.  I encourage you to look beyond the tithe as you consider the stewardship of the resources God has given you.  We often pray:

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Is There A Limit To Generosity?
Since the attack on the Twin Towers in New York on September 11, 2001, our nation has been stretched and challenged as never before.  The war in Afghanistan and Iraq, the hurricanes in Florida and the Gulf Coast states of Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas, and the Tsunami in the Indian Ocean tested our ability to respond to disasters.   As a nation, we had always prided ourselves in being able to respond to such tragedies.  But this time seemed different.  In the days following Hurricane Katrina, I remember hearing the head of the Salvation Army say, “I don’t know how much more our nation can handle (probably referring to 9/11, the war, the Tsunami, and last year’s Hurricanes in Florida)?  I just don’t know how generous they can be?”  

I was struck by that statement and I thought, “Is there a limit to our generosity?”  Yes, I suppose there is.  When we look at our congregations and how they struggle to make ends meet, there seems to be a limit to the generosity of God’s people.  When we see how our schools, universities, seminaries, campus ministries, social ministries and other ministries dependent on people’s generosity live on the edge financially we wonder what our capacity is?  When, our synod and church wide offices deal with fewer and fewer resources we wonder about our people’s generosity.  If we look at the fact that we, as Lutherans, give away less than 2% of our income to charity (which is well below the minimum 10% called for in Scripture) we wonder how generous can we be?  There seems to be a limit to our generosity.

But when we look to another source, when we look to God, we see unlimited possibilities.  God is generous in every way with us.  All we have comes from God’s loving hands.  And it is out of God’s generosity in Jesus Christ that we can live as the redeemed people of God in the world.  Out of God’s generosity then, we can be generous.  

Certainly, we have seen that kind of response coming from the people of God.  As Lutherans, we were present as early as anyone with disaster relief during the hurricanes and the Tsunami aftermath because of the generosity of our people.  Every year ELCA Lutherans give millions of dollars earmarked for disaster relief.  We were ready to respond because of what had already been given by our people.  Many from the Indiana-Kentucky Synod have responded this last year (and will continue to respond in the months and years to come) by volunteering their time, energy and skills to personally help in relieving the suffering of the people on the Gulf. And we all have been generous in our prayers for these people and the needs that they have.  I have to believe that the outpouring of this generosity is directly related to the generosity of God.  We can be compassionate because we know a compassionate God.  We can be giving because we have received bountifully from God.

When we are in Christ, there is no limit to our generosity.  From the heart of God comes all that we need in order to be the loving arms of God reaching out to a suffering world. The mission statement of the ELCA says it best: MARKED WITH THE CROSS OF CHRIST FOREVER, WE ARE CALLED, GATHERED AND SENT FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORLD.  By the power of the Spirit, may we trust that promise and live it with our lives.
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Joy Is Not Dependent On Being Happy
Discipleship is not all sacrificing and doing for others. Jesus promised that being a disciple also brings a deep sense of joy. This joy is not dependent on being happy. Disciples have been chosen for a joy that is not the absence of trouble, but the very presence of God with them all of the time.

After Jesus called his disciples, according to Matthew, he sat them down on the side of a mountain and taught about the joy of being a disciple. Some thought he spoke about life in heaven. But really, he described how life can be right now, for disciples. Jesus' remarks are recorded in Matthew 5 and often called "The Sermon on the Mount' or "The Beatitudes."

In the beatitudes, Jesus promises disciples then, and now, that they will have a bit of heaven while on earth -- a joy-filled life.

Written by Jerry Schmalenberger
Produced by the Education/Evangelism Team of the Division of Congregational Ministries-ELCA
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Jesus Calls Us
Nearly two thousand years ago Jesus came as a baby in Bethlehem and grew up in Nazareth. He called together a small group of people to serve as his disciples. It was a mixed and different group. Brothers James and John were fishers on the Sea of Galilee, Matthew was a tax--collector, Peter and Andrew were also fishers. Jesus called women to serve; Mary Magdalene, his own mother Mary, and later, Priscilla, Dorcas, Lydia and others adopted the discipleship lifestyle as well. Through teaching the parables we read in the Bible, and through modeling a life of servant ministry, Jesus showed what it means to follow him in discipleship.

If you are seeking something more in your life than just frantic daily routine, and if you would like to belong to a group of people who are open to share experience and opinions, discipleship may be the answer. If you feel you need help in living your life now, and seek an opportunity for healthy relationships in which you cannot only say what you believe, but actually go to work and live it out in your life, then God is probably calling you to discipleship. 

When you accept the call that comes to you through baptism to be a disciple, something significant happens. Your life expands.

Congregations who successfully model discipleship are places to gather for worship where a larger dimension to life is opened up beyond just the practical and routine. A deeply spiritual dimension is available to you there. A “discipling” congregation champions inclusiveness and diversity. It celebrates the richness of the mix of people who come to serve God. You'll find lots of action and opportunity to do, think, and grow. 

People of different ages, including yours, have accepted a call to discipleship because they have sensed that believing and belonging is important to life itself. They have found that being believers and Christian disciples is relevant to the decisions and opportunities that they face in their lives on a daily basis. They have found the disciple-ing church to be a lively place where they can consider a different set of priorities for daily living. There is freedom to be both genuine and empowered to reach their full potential as God created them.

Whatever your ethnic background, financial or educational status, primary language or lifestyle at this time in your life, God is calling you to follow and be a disciple.
 

Written by Jerry Schmalenberger
Produced by the Education/Evangelism Team of the Division of Congregational Ministries-ELCA
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Planning a Church Picnic
Successful congregations have a major stewardship emphasis at least once a year.  These congregations realize too, that variety in programs leads to greater vitality.  So what is another way to educate fellow members on stewardship? A church picnic around the time of Rally Day that is coordinated with the education team, fellowship team, and of course the stewardship team.  Already you have a great number of people involved!

A suggested theme and text for this appeal would be the Parable of the Sower from Matthew 13.  Verse eight, “And others fell on the good soil, and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty” will be the goal and the major importance of this year’s appeal.

The fellowship team will be responsible for the major organizing of the picnic meal.  Basically, as nearly all church picnics are, will be a pitch-in event with the fellow ship team grilling hot dogs, and burgers, brats, etc.

The education team will utilize the picnic to have children meet their teachers, pass out materials if such be the case, and to explain to parents and students the course material for the upcoming year.  So that all can have great fellowship as well, games and activities need to be arranged as well.  This is to be a fun fellowship and learning event!

At the picnic members of the stewardship team will give everyone a small pot of a seeded plant.  People are encouraged to put their names on them and then set them in the church.  Members will tend to their plants over the next few weeks and watch their plants germinate!

The stewardship appeal will go on for the next three or four Sundays with again, The Parable of the Sower being the theme.  Members of the congregation should provide temple talks and the pastor preach on stewardship.  The last Sunday will be a time when members present their estimate of giving cards as an act of worship.  People can take their plants home as a remembrance of their need to sow on good soil and bring forth a harvest.
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Serving And Spiritual Growth
Faith itself is very simple.  As it is written in Hebrews, faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen.  Faith in God is the power of God for salvation through His son, Jesus Christ.  It is my hope that through my faith that God’s righteousness is revealed.  It is by my faith that I am able to endure evil and to persevere in times of trial.  It is by my faith that I dedicate my life to God and to acknowledge Him in all that I say and do.

The church is the people.  The people of King of Glory are a high-minded group of faithful people who have sights on a mission; a strong desire to worship their Lord, a commitment to serve, thus carrying out their faith, and a sincere love and caring for other people.  This church has provided me with fellowship, friendships, and a sense of community, sharing, caring, encouragement and love.

Your building fund appeal and this stewardship program allows us all to grow spiritually.  And while we grow spiritually we grow in our faith.  I firmly believe that Christ intends for our religion, our faith, to be one of adventure.  This stewardship and building fund appeal has been challenging me.  Christ is challenging me.  While set at this task of loving and serving, God will confront me every day. God intends for us to live a life of adventure.  We are called to be in service until He comes.  We are to expand and adventure in the Christian enterprise.  Why?  Because only as we launch out into the deep will the kingdom of God become real to us, and be a blessing to the world.  It is only the Christian who is ready to take risks and let the leaven of the gospel do its God-given work among individuals, and it is through this work that we will Make Christ Known.  Who, having done these things, as Jesus said in the parable of the talents, at the end of the day will hear his Master’s voice, “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your master”?
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Manage Affairs Of God On Earth
When we hear the Stewardship we have a tendency to think only about monies.  But is that the definition of stewardship? No!

One definition of a steward is a person who manages a household or an estate.  A Christian steward is a person who manages the affairs of God on earth.

God has made each one of us a STEWARD by providing us with gifts that are unique.  These gifts are not ours to do with as we please, but to share.  God has given everything we have to us.

Considering that April is for the purpose of recognizing the Ministry of Building & Grounds, let each one of us dedicate our time and gifts to help cleaning, painting, doing special repairs, landscaping or any other projects that need to be done on the church property.
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Care For God’s House
The “Ministry of Building & Grounds” has the responsibility of providing the proper maintenance and repair of all church property and the protection of the congregation against loss or damage.

While each church’s Ministry of Building & Grounds may vary on how the responsibilities are carried out, the basic objectives would be similar:

1. Be responsible for an update of all church properties, equipment and supplies including acquisition date and approximate value.

2. Recommend to church council any needed repairs or replacement of property and/or equipment.

3. Be responsible for adequate custodial help and service contracts for lawn care, snow removal, furnace and the like.

4. Review annually all types of insurance for church property and equipment and negotiate insurance contracts.

5. Check facilities and equipment for safety and fire hazards annually.

6. Prepare an annual budget.

7. Enlist volunteers for work crews regarding special repairs, cleaning, painting, landscaping, etc.

8. Carry out any other responsibilities designated by the church bylaws and church council.
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Bread Of Life From Heaven
We have a rich heritage of music and faith from our Latin American neighbors. From Argentina comes a traditional tune, "Santo, Santo, Santo," which offers the heartfelt praise, Santo eres Dios. This haunting refrain is linked with contemporary text by Susan Briehl and a tune by Marty Haugen in today's hymn.

At the weekly communion meal at our little church in central Kentucky, young and old gather to receive the body and blood of our Lord. Piano and guitar lead the worshippers in song. A widow bows her head in prayer, remembering the communion of saints; a father touches my hand when receiving the bread; a young child returns the blessing, whispering out loud, "Jesus loves you too, Pastor." The community of faith is a living testimony of our song. We eat the bread, we believe Easter, we trust Christ's return and, with every breath, we praise the Holy One of God. Gloria a Dios.
Santo eres Dios. Holy are you, o Lord. Thank you for bread broken, abounding and blessed. Thank you for the wine outpoured. Let your body and blood nurture us as your redeemed until we feast with you in heaven. Amen. 
Betsy Dartt
House of Prayer Lutheran Church, Elizabethtown, Ky.
Master of Divinity , 1981 
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Celebration And Music
Can you have a time of enjoyment and celebration without music? When people gather for a party, music fills the background. Weddings often end with dinner, dancing, and music. Movies wouldn’t be movies without soundtracks lacing one scene to the next. Marching and pep bands arouse enthusiasm among spectators at high school and college sporting events.

Nearly like an article of clothing, headphones sprout from the heads of many a teen (and some older folks, too). It seems that their enjoyment of life in general is fixed to CD players and connecting headphones.

Hence, it’s no surprise that music also accompanies the celebration of a community’s faith in God. Remember David, whose forces had wrenched the Ark of the Covenant from the Philistine people? The Chronicler depicted the people of Israel slowly but surely winding their way to Jerusalem. The king led the way, dancing and leaping. Animals were sacrificed. Accompanying all this were people shouting and singing, and instrumentalists playing horns, trumpets, cymbals, harps, and lyres (1 Chronicles 15).

The Ark had been taken from its people earlier in battle — and lost. But now it had been found and would be returned to its rightful place. This was a time of great joy.

Luke 15:11-32 records another “lost and found” story, Jesus’ telling of the Parable of the Prodigal Son. When the lost son had found his way home again, his father requested that the household stop its routine duties and orchestrate a grand blowout. What else could one do? This young son, for all intensive purposes, had earlier taken a journey into the land of the dead. But he who was once dead “is alive again.” He who was once lost is “found” (vv. 24, 32).

“We had to celebrate,” the father told his older son (v. 32). When life is restored, the only natural response is to celebrate. And, of course, during this celebration, there was “music and dancing” (v. 25b).

Our Sunday worship services are a celebration as well, a celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It’s only natural that the people of God in Christ will want to sing old, familiar hymns, compose new songs, play musical instruments, chant, rehearse and gather in quartets or large choirs, and lift their voices, some in tune, some out of tune.

Why? Because we all were once dead, but are now alive, once lost but now found. Jesus is risen, risen indeed!
Comment
by William A. Decker, editor

Lutheran Partners Magazine
This article appeared in May / June 2005 • Volume 21 • Number 3
Tips and Ideas for Using Popular Media
· Music is the soundtrack of our lives and can evoke strong emotions and memories, especially the music of childhood and early adolescence. Ask young people to bring in their childhood and adolescent music and talk about how it helped shape their values and world view. New understandings of lyrics and underlying themes come with examination and maturity. And just as “Great is Thy Faithfulness” may bring comfort to some adults, a young person may escape into an Aerosmith tune.
· Honor young people by honoring their culture, not by putting it down. Using television, movies or music to illustrate how terrible their culture is will only drive a wedge between you and them. Instead of using the movie Clueless to show how materialistic students are, talk about control issues and how we’re all guilty of trying to be God. 
· Have a videotape next to your television (even in the VCR), cued up and labeled “church” so it’s available when Julia on Party of Five encounters violence in a dating relationship or when the woman that posed as a 19-year-old to write for Felicity tells her story on 60 Minutes.
· Students are the experts on their culture and their media—let them teach what they know. Ask students to provide devotions for classes or events by using clips from movies, TV shows, commercials, songs, or excerpts from books or magazines to illustrate a relevant scriptural passage. Establish a Media Minute and ask students to bring in media cuts for reaction and discussion. Invite them to teach an adult forum on the youth culture.
· Consider watching a weekly television show together and have some standard questions that can be used to debrief the content: 

· What was the theme of tonight’s show?
· What was the show’s message?
· What decisions were made and what factors were considered?
· How did faith enter the story?
· Who do you relate to in the story? Why?
· What would you have done differently? 
· Tape a string of commercials and ask, what products are being sold? Then ask, what else is being sold? Challenge young people to speculate on how producers of commercials appeal to our needs and wants in getting us to buy their product. Super Bowl commercials are great for such discussions. Find out how much an average commercial for a highly-hyped program costs and add that to the mix.
· Magazines have lots of articles about physical looks and attracting dates. Use them as the basis for a discussion on friendship, dating or family relationships. Pay attention to the faces in the magazines, especially when alone or in groups. Note that most magazines aren’t representative of the average young person in looks and possessions. Be sensitive to young people whose ethnicity isn’t represented in mainstream magazines, or who might be struggling with issues of sexual identity. 
· Using popular media in youth ministry is especially important when popular culture challenges scripture. By examining the ways culture and scripture contradict one another—where faith and life in the 90s disconnect—students are able to wrestle with how their decisions are impacted by faith.
Youth Ministries are called to help young people think, rather than telling them what to think. If we struggle with them—especially by paying attention to their culture—they will know that faith is not a distant commodity. When they see faith and the world walk hand in hand, they’ll continue to look to God to inform their values and choices. Because remember, the images, words and sounds of culture shaped us, too.
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We Might Have Hope
“The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and some teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.”
—Ephesians 4:11-16
 
“Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in the faith. Test yourselves...”
—2 Corinthians 13:5

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”
—Matthew 28:19-20

“About this we have much to say that is hard to explain, since you have become dull in understanding. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic elements of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food; for everyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is unskilled in the word of righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, for those whose faculties have been trained by practice to distinguish good from evil. Therefore let us grow on toward perfection, leaving behind the basic teaching about Christ....And we want each one of you to show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope to the very end. So that you may not become sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”
—Hebrews 5:11-6:1,11-12

“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”
—2 Timothy 3:16,17

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of scriptures we might have hope.”
—Romans 15:4

“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”
—Colossians 2:6-7

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God–what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
—Romans 12:1-2

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—the work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done. If what has been built on the foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work is burned up, the builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire.”
—1 Corinthians 3:10-15

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.”
—1 Corinthians 3:6-9

“You are living a brand new kind of life that is continually learning more and more of what is right, and trying constantly to be more and more like Christ.”
—Ephesians 4:13b (LB)
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The Call Of Discipleship
“Our Lord commands us to make disciples of all nations. As we reach out to new communities and the unchurched, we need to ground our members in the Bible and the most basic truths of our Lutheran heritage. In doing so, we can energize all of our members to share the news of Jesus Christ with neighbors and to live out their Christian calling to the world. We will seek to be energized by prayerful openness to the leading of the Holy Spirit. And we will use the insights of Lutheran theology as powerful tools for understanding and addressing the needs of society.”
- Seven Initiatives for a New Century, 1997 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Churchwide Assembly 

We continue to respond to that call of discipleship. We are: 

marked with the cross of Christ forever, we are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.

What's it all about?
Use these resources to carry through on a plan that might:

· offer every opportunity for all ages to follow the teachings of Jesus;

· offer every help, support and encouragement for all persons to live out the practices of faith in daily life; and

move toward a continuing emphasis on discipleship in the life of the congregation and its members into the future.
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What Do I really Need?
In a recent publication there was a headline that said “If I didn’t have so many troubles, I would be your most generous giver.”

There are numerous excuses that each one of us has probably used, are using or will use i.e.

1. Mortgage to pay

2. Taxes to pay

3. Car payments

4. Need DVD/VCR, IPOD, Blackberry

5. Monthly cell payments

6. A multitude of other excuses

What each one of us needs to remember is that God owns everything.  We are only HIS stewards of what HE has provided.

He has also given us direction on how to be good stewards:
Proverbs 3:9 “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops.”

Or Genesis 28:26 “This stone that I have set up as a  pillar will be God’s home and all that you give me I will give you a tenth.”

Each one of us has probably heard the old adage, “Show me your check book and I’ll show you where your heart is.”

What does your checkbook look like?  Is the first check you write each month for “First Fruits?”
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Putting It All On The Altar
In Genesis 22:1-12 God tested Abraham and said to him, “Take your son your only son, Isaac, whom you love and go to the region of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

Abraham did take Isaac to the mountain and prepared to sacrifice him.  But an angel came and said to not lay a hand on the boy for now I know that you fear God since you have not withheld your only son.

Pastor Ed Dobson was speaking to a congregation on “putting all on the altar” in total surrender to Christ.  After the service a farmer came forward and told Pastor Dobson that he had eight cows that were dying, which would mean great financial loss and he was having trouble accepting this as God’s will.  Because of your message I have found peace.  Tonight I put them all on the altar.

Christ touches each on e of our lives in different ways.  Can you submit to “Him” your most valuable gifts and possessions as the farmer did with his eight cows or have the willingness of Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac?
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Take the First Step

Each one of us has had a broken relationship at some point in our life or we will be confronted with a broken relationship.

How did we or how will we handle the broken relationship? Do we ignore it hoping it will go away? Do we ruffle our feathers and go on the attack? Do we try to blame someone else for what has happened?

Because God loves each one of us so much that He sent His son to save us from sin (1 Timothy 1:15), He doesn’t want us to have broken relationships.  He wants us to reconcile our differences so we can love one another.

In a recent publication it showed “Five Ways to Overcome Broken Relationships:

1. “He who cannot forgive others breaks the bridge over which he himself must pass.”  George Herbert

2. “A smile in giving honest criticism can make the difference between resentment and reform.”  Phillip Steinmetz

3. “The best way to destroy your enemy is to make him your friend.”  Abraham Lincoln

4. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”  Jesus (Mt 5:9)

5. “He who is of proud heart stirs up strife, but he who trusts in the Lord will be prospered.”  Proverbs 28:25

If we are angry and bitter about a broken relationship we are depending on ourselves.  We may know Christ as our Savior but are not walking with Him.

Let each one of us live by the “Five Ways to Overcome Broken Relationships” and begin our walk with Christ.
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Ministry of Hospitality – Some Basic Thoughts

The “ministry of hospitality” is a ministry that requires each one of us, as God’s children, to open up our hearts to help others.

In Matthew 25: 35-36 Jesus says, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me.  I was in prison and you came to visit me.”

Hospitality can be extended to members of your congregation and through an outreach to the community.  There are many ways to accomplish these goals by your church/members.

Some thought starters are:

Ministry of Hospitality for each member of a congregation:

1. Prayer chain

2. Hospital visits

3. Shut-in visits

4. Special event dinner

5. Senior ministry

6. Men’s/Women’s Bible study breakfast

7. Sunday morning social time (no clicks)

8. Other get-acquainted events

Ministry of Hospitality Outreach:

1. Support Ecumenical assembly

2. Support World Hunger projects

3. Support Pregnancy Care Centers

4. Provide space at church facility for Senior Citizens

5. Provide meals for the less fortunate as needed

6. Support mission trips

7. Support world-wide catastrophes

8. Other events needed in your own community

Each one of us will not be remembered by our WORDS, but by our giving.  Life is not measured by the breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath.

As Paul says in Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
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