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	Teach Generosity

It is never too soon to teach your children about stewardship. Here are two habits to help them to develop grow.
Help them to be generous. Get them used to putting something in the offering plate - even if it comes from the parents to the child and into the plate. Discuss with the children why the family gives money to the church and charities. When your family makes a donation to either the church or a charity tell them about it and discuss it with them.
Teach them about the 10-10-80 principle. This means that when they earn any money or receive gifts of money at birthdays and Christmas they are taught that first they give 10% to God’s work - whether as a church offering or as a contribution to help missions or something to help the needy. Then they need to learn to save 10% (This is an important habit: after all, how many adults manage to save any money?). Finally, they can use the 80% as they choose.
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it...” -Proverbs 22:6
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Faith And The Future

When young people look into the future they see great opportunities as they look for purpose for their lives, but they also see a lot of things to worry about too, because it is a turbulent world - and it always has been. In fact, Jesus said, “In the world you will have tribulation...” but then Jesus added, “Be of good cheer, because I have overcome the world.” and St. Paul wrote, “This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.”
We cannot let the tribulations or challenges of the life ahead of us get us down because then we are letting the world determine our attitude to life. Instead, God calls each of us who follow Him to be an influence on the world. There is a little poem that goes:

When we cannot see out way,

   Let us trust and still obey.

He who bids us forward go,

   Will not fail the way to show.
As you go forward into life put your faith in our Lord and get used to looking for Him in everything. Get enthused about Jesus Christ whether in school, at your first job or in the service - no matter what serve the Lord. Know that all things - even uncertainty, hard times and stress - can be directed by God to serve a good purpose in your life. Let this be your number one calling, “Whatever you, do it as to the Lord.”
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Busy-ness

In recent years Satan may have found the most effective weapon against American Christians; both adults and youth. That weapon may very well be busy-ness. If Satan can keep people of all ages busy enough they won’t ever stop long enough to think about what they are doing or where it is God wants them to go. It is so easy to get so wrapped up in our busy-ness that we neglect what direction our lives are taking and it becomes very easy to lose track of what is important - especially our relationship to our Lord and Savior.

There once was a naturalist who found some caterpillars that were busy following each other. So he captured enough caterpillars to make a circle around the rim of a flowerpot he had. He set them nose to posterior and started them walking in the closed circle. For days they turned like a perpetual merry-go-round. Even though there was food in the flowerpot, the caterpillars starved to death on a busy march to nowhere.

That seems to be like many busy people today. They are on a busy march to nowhere. They need to stop and be in the presence of Jesus to find out what direction He would have them go.

Unfortunately, we are teaching the youth in our families and communities to get an early start in being busy rather than seeking God’s guidance and direction in all of their activities. As Jesus asked, “What does it profit someone to gain the whole world, but lose his soul?” It’s not a matter of adding one more thing to already busy lives - it is a matter of deciding just Who is the greatest and eternal priority.
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Invite
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Gifts Of A Generous God
Who we are, all that we have, the world we live in are all gifts of a generous God. We can only respond in gratitude to these gifts. How we respond is also a gift from God. James shares a wonderful insight. A generous God gives the gift of generous giving! Just as we ask ourselves how we can be most open and accepting of God’s gifts of forgiveness or grace, we too must ask how can we be most open to God’s gift of generous giving? How can we fight the sinful temptations of greed and hording to open our hearts and lives to generously responding to Gods gracious gifts?
James points out that we have been reborn children of God and have become first fruits of God’s creation. The rebirth is into the family and possession of God. We become God’s as did the first fruits of the harvest in the Old Testament. God never changes, He has called us in his kingdom. We are a kind of first fruits for God and the first fruits were the best and were intended to be given to God. If first fruits are intended to be given to God – what does that call each of us to be and do?
James, of course, calls us to action. But for those who have been recipients of such a gracious God, there is no choice but to respond – in love and service – in generous giving of who we are and what God has given. How we live out our lives is in response to the gifts of God’s grace, forgiveness, love and generosity.
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The Road Of Life
At first, I saw God as my observer, my judge, keeping track of the things I did wrong so as to know whether I merited heaven or hell when I die.  But later on, when I met Christ, it seemed as though life were rather like a bike ride but it was a tandem bike and I noticed that Christ was in the back helping me pedal.  I don’t know just when it was that He suggested we change places, but life has not been the same since.  When I had control I knew the way.  It was rather boring, but predictable….it was the shortest distance between two points.  But when He took the lead, he knew delightful long cuts, up mountains and through rocky places at breakneck speeds.  It was all I could do to hang on, even though it looked like madness.  He said, “pedal!”  I worried and was anxious and asked, “Where are you taking me?” He laughed and didn’t answer and I started to learn to trust.  I forgot my boring life and entered into the adventure and when I’d say, “I’m scared,” He’d lean back and touch my hand.  He took me to people with gifts that I needed, gifts of healing, acceptance and joy.  They gave me gifts to take on my journey, my Lord’s and mine.  And we were off again.  He said, “Give the gifts away; they’re extra baggage, too much weight,” so I did to the people we met and I found in giving I received and still our burden was light.  I did not trust Him at first in control of my life. I thought He’d wreck it; but he knows bike secrets, knows how to make it bend to take sharp corners, knows how to jump to clear rocks, and knows how to fly to shorten scary passages.  And I am learning to shut up and pedal in the strangest places, and I’m beginning to enjoy the view and the cool breeze on my face with my delightful companion, Jesus Christ.  And when I’m sure I just can’t do anymore, He just smiles and says…”Pedal.”
                                   Author unknown
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A Modern Parable
This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody:  It seems there was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.  It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.
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Spiritual Gifts Identified
· Romans 12:6-8: Prophecy, Teaching, Serving, Exhortation, Giving, Giving Aid, Compassion

· I Corinthians 12:4-11: Prophecy, Healing, Working miracles, Tongues, Interpretation of tongues, Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith, Discernment

· I Corinthians 12:28: Prophecy, Teaching, Healing, Working miracles, Tongues, Interpretation of tongues, Apostleship, Helps, Administration

· Ephesians 4:11: Prophecy, Teaching, Apostleship, Evangelism, Shepherding

“Gifts of the Spirit”, Abingdon Press
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Spiritual Gifts Described

Administration – a gift that enables one to provide leadership and guidance in matters of organization and administration.  The administrator serves by recognizing and coordinating the abilities and gifts of others members of the group, institution, or church.
Apostleship – the ability to communicate the Christian message across cultural (and frequently linguistic barriers and plant a Christian church where there is no knowledge of the gospel.  The term in Greek (apostolo) and Latin (mission) means “a sent one” or a “a messenger.  The rough modern equivalent is a pioneer missionary.
Compassion – transcends both natural human sympathy and normal Christian concern, enabling one to sense in others a wide range of emotions and then provide a supportive ministry of caring.
Discernment – the ability to read or hear a teaching or to consider a proposed course of action and then determine whether the source behind the teaching or action is divine, human or satanic.
Evangelism – the special ability to lead unconverted person to a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ.  Persons with this gift are able to help others to a life-changing decision which moves them to accept Jesus Christ   our Lord and Savior.
Exhortation – the ability to call forth the best within others through the ministry of understanding, encouragement, and counsel.  This gift equips one to lift up and strengthen others by helping them to move from the problem to a resolution of that problem.
Faith – the special ability to “see light at the end of the tunnel,” even though others are unaware of divine possibilities in a situation.  This gift results in one’s having extraordinary confidence in God, and it enables that person through prayer to tap God’s resources in behalf of others.
Giving – empowers one in an extraordinary way to understand or discern the material or financial needs of others and then meet those needs generously.  The more one uses this gift the more God prospers one so that the person with the gift is enabled to give still more.
Giving aid – literally means in the Greek “he who provides leadership in giving aid.” This gift equips one to see practical needs and co-ordinate the resources and abilities of others to that those needs are met.
Healing – enables one to function as an instrument of God’s healing grace in the lives of others.  The gifts of healings (double plural in the Greek text) extend to the healing of the body, the mind, and the emotions.
Helps – a gift that leads to practical ministries to others, which relieve them, in turn, to perform still wider ministries.
Miracles – refer to the superseding the natural law.  In the Book of Acts this gift most frequently relates to healing and to exorcism (E.g., Acts 19:11-12).

Prophecy – the ability to present God’s word with clarity and power.  The primary ministry of this gift is not prediction or foretelling; it principally has to do with declaration or forth telling.
Teaching – the ability to understand and communicate the Christian faith so as to make truth clear to others.  The end result of this gift is the maturing of Christian believers so that they may be more effective Christian disciples.
Tongues – enable some Christians to praise God either in another language not yet learned (Acts 2) or in ecstatic utterance which is not an earthly language (I Corinthians 14).  In either case one’s prayer is addressed to God, not to other people (I Corinthians 14:2).
Tongues, Interpretation of – The interpretation of tongues is required if speaking in tongues is exercised publicly.  This gift enables one to interpret to others the intent or meaning of what was uttered to God by the one being interpreted.
Serving – a task-oriented ministry that results in the supplying of material and temporal services to others in the Body of Christ, thereby freeing them to perform still other ministries.
Shepherding – the ability to give pastoral leadership to an individual or to a community of Christian believers.  The primary function of this gift is to feed, guide and nurture other Christians with sensitivity and sacrificial concern.

Word of Knowledge – knowing a fact or truth about a person or situation as it is directly revealed y the Holy Spirit.

Word of wisdom relates to a special illumination that enables one in a specific instance to grasp divine insight regarding a fact, situation, or context.
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The Labyrinth Is Thoroughly Known
We have not even to risk the adventure [of stewardship] alone; for the heroes of all time have gone before us; the labyrinth is thoroughly known; we have only to follow the thread of the hero-path.  And where we had thought to find an abomination, we shall find a God; where we had thought to slay another, we shall slay ourselves; where we had thought to travel outward, we shall come to the center of our own existence; where we had thought to be alone, we shall be with all the world.


Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces
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In Spirit I Lack Nothing
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.  The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”



---John 4:13-14

This scripture passage contrasts the water that we must go looking for with the water that springs up within us.  When we must go searching for water to drink, there is no end to the task.  We may locate a source of cold, clear water, drink deeply, and satisfy our thirst.  But long after we walk away from the well, our thirst will return.  And so, we will have to search for another well.  Over and over again.

Jesus offers us living water from a spring that lies within us.  Therefore, it is always readily available to us.  This spring is the Spirit.  Without it we have an endless search for satisfaction.  So, our thirsting and our searching can be over, if we so choose.

How much of the Spirit do you allow to spring within you?  How often do you “put a cap on it,” and seek to satisfy your thirst somewhere else?  Enter into a period of confessional prayer.  Acknowledge to God any ways in which you are still searching outside yourself for something that your life seems to lack.  Then, ask for greater openness to the Spirit’s flow, that you might drink daily of the water that offers abundant life.
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The Sparkle Star
The night was black.

A few stars began their performance in the hall of the once quiet sky.

One soloed bright and big, center stage,

And those who heard it stared in awe.

Another played only a line, yet sang in the color.

It, too, attracted my eyes.

I gazed upon the two till another caught my eye.

Only for a moment.

Then again.

This star was different:

Neither big and bright nor small and colored.

It sparkled.  And,

as I looked again it seemed to blink its part once more---just for me.

Suddenly I forgot the darkness of the night as the sparkle star

began to dance its lines---just for me.

Such joy from the unknown star.

Soon, though, the glow of dawn commenced the star’s final bows.

and,

with sunrise,

the closing of the curtain came upon the sparkling star.

A tear came to my eye.

Only for a moment.

Then again.

I thought,

“Today, I must sparkle too.”
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The Sunrise Never Seen
Beyond the horizon lies a sunrise never seen;

A dream never experienced by another’s eyes.

A pure, delightful, never-ending hope of the heart.

Start the trek toward the far away slope and let 

the sun shine on you,

because,

tomorrow comes to those who wait

but

today begins when you want it to.
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What Can Children Teach Us About Evangelism?
A quick survey of the Bible reveals children have always had a central role is witnessing to God's activity in the world. Examples of Bible stories in which ordinary children ministered to others includes Miriam and Pharaoh's Daughter (Ex 2:5-10), Naaman's Servant Girl (2 Kings 5), The Boy Who Shared His Lunch (John 6:1-14), and The Parable of the Two Sons ( Matthew 21:28-31). Children remind us of truths adults sometimes forget:
* People are most often attracted to churches for sociological rather than theological reasons. They come because they want to be with their friends. 
* Ordinary acts of kindness and hospitality are often used by God for profound purposes.
* The church is a place to experience joy, meaning and community.
* Worship involves trust, laughter, curiosity, use of all the senses, spontaneity, generosity and enthusiasm.            
(ELCA WEBSITE)
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The Opportunity
We live in the midst of a large spiritually yearning public. The mission field is no longer overseas. It is in our neighborhoods and schools. Statistics tell us that as many as 50 percent of the children in your neighborhood may not attend a church, synagogue or mosque. We also know that many parents, faced with the realities of drugs and violence, limited resources and increasing demands, are looking for help in bringing up moral and responsible children. Your congregation can be a community of hope and healing in a hurting and need-filled world. Your congregation can be just what your neighbors are looking for!

Your congregation can be a community of hope and healing in a hurting and need-filled world.
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Sharing Faith Involves Conversations
Sharing faith involves conversations with friends, relatives, associates and neighbors about the presence and importance of Christ in our lives. Sharing faith means embracing opportunities to "name-drop" for God in communication with strangers. Sharing faith means living in such a way that our lifestyle, actions, and words reflect the One whose name we bear: "Christ-ian."
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Sharing Faith – A Response To Baptism
Sharing faith is a natural response to baptism. In the waters of baptism, God cleanses us and marks us a new creation in Jesus Christ. When we affirm our baptism (confirmation, reception of new members), we make public profession of our faith, responding confidently to these words... "Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism....to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed?" For Lutherans, sharing faith involves talking about what baptism means to us.
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Hospitality - Welcoming
Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. He hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. He said: “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. Rest under this tree and let me get you something to eat, so that you can be refreshed and then go on your way.” Abraham and Sarah baked some bread, selected a choice tender calf which his servant prepared. He then brought some curds, milk and the prepared calf, set these before them. While they ate, Abraham stood near them under a tree. Genesis 18: 2-8.
In Abraham’s day a person’s reputation was largely connected to ones hospitality, sharing of home and food. Even strangers were to be treated as highly honored guests. Meeting another’s need is till one of the most important and practical ways to obey God.

Hospitality is a willingness to share what God has given us, family, home, finances and food. It is an attitude of stewardship, where we do not own anything because we are the steward of the real owner, God.

We are advised in Matthew 25:40 “Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it onto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” The next time we have the opportunity to meet a strangers needs, we, like Abraham might actually entertain angels.
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Hospitality – Meal of Forgiveness
The holy evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul (the apostle) write thus: Our Lord, Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and then He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, drink ye all of it; this cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you for the remission of your sins. This do as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

While the people of Israel traveled through the desert to the promised land, God gave them provisions for the way. Manna, quail, and water sustained them.

God’s people are still pilgrims. We are on the way to the promised land of heaven. Through baptism God continually adds to the number of His people. To sustain us on the way He has given His word in the bible. In addition, He has provided another wonderful sacrament. This is the sacrament of the altar.

The sacrament of the altar is a personal meeting of two people. There is the living Lord with His unbreakable promise. There is the sinner. The sinner must be there not only in body to partake of the bread and the wine. He must be there in faith. As the believer receives the body and blood, he is joined to his Lord. From his Lord flows life and power to believe in and love Him. Jesus desires this closeness. He says: I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. John 15: 5.
Thank the Lord for offering such great benefits in the sacrament. Pray for faith that you may receive that for which he has paid so costly a price.
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Hospitality And Compassion
And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was sick of the palsy: And they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before Jesus. When they could not find by what way they might bring him in, because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with the couch into the midst before Jesus. When He saw their faith, He said unto him, “Thy sins are forgiven thee.” The scribes and Pharisees began to reason, saying, who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? Jesus perceived their thoughts and said “What reason ye in your hearts? Whether is easier, to say, thy sins be forgiven thee: Or to say, rise up and walk? But that ye may know that the son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (He said to the sick of the palsy) arise, take up the couch, and go.” Immediately the man rose up, took up his mat, and departed to his home, glorifying God.

The palsied man’s need moved his friends into action. Both the man’s body and his spirit were paralyzed. He could not walk and he did not know Jesus. Jesus was impressed by the faith of his friends. Jesus responded to their faith by saying to the palsied man, thy sins are forgiven thee and healed him.

Our faith affects others. We cannot make another person a Christian, but we can do much through our words, actions and love to give them a chance to respond.

Our words lack meaning unless our actions back them up. We can say we love God or others, but if we do not take action to demonstrate that love, our words are empty.

How do your actions back up what you say? Look for opportunities to bring others to the living Christ.

Do you know of a housebound person? Have you asked if they would like a ride to worship some Sunday? Know of someone who is ill, alone, or in need? Try to call or visit with them. Put your faith into action of compassion.
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Hospitality – Stewards With The Church At Large
Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
Each Sunday we pray: Merciful Father we offer with joy  and thanksgiving what You have first given us – our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of Your gracious love, receive them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Giving – that is what God has done for us beginning with creation and continuing with the great gift of all, His only Son our Lord.

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. Yes, I believe in God the Father almighty that He has made me and all creatures: The He has given my body, soul, reason and all my senses. We are the crown of His creation and have a responsibility to the stewardship of His creation.

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
With the church at large, we are disciples of Christ, we are to faithfully proclaim and spread the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Yes, my Lord has redeemed me, brought me back, from sin, death and the power of the devil. Not with gold or silver but with His holy precious blood, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him. That is, that willingly live an active Christian life, enjoy and share His daily blessings.

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
When we place our financial gift in the offering plate, a portion is shared with the Indiana-Kentucky synod they in turn with the church at large. We accomplish what no individual or congregation can do alone. Together we start new congregations, support over 500 missionaries, 8 seminaries, some 250 church camps, some 300 service care facilities, ELCA colleges and campus pastors.

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
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Hospitality – Our Prayer

Dear heavenly Father, may we use a portion of our time each day in prayer and meditation and acknowledge the blessings that you pour out to us in abundance. Each day, each hour, each minute are gifts for us to enjoy and share with one another. We first received and now may we give of our selves, our time, our talents and our treasures.

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
Amen.
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