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	Ministry of Hospitality – Some Basic Thoughts

The “ministry of hospitality” is a ministry that requires each one of us, as God’s children, to open up our hearts to help others.

In Matthew 25: 35-36 Jesus says, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me.  I was in prison and you came to visit me.”

Hospitality can be extended to members of your congregation and through an outreach to the community.  There are many ways to accomplish these goals by your church/members.

Some thought starters are:

Ministry of Hospitality for each member of a congregation:

1. Prayer chain

2. Hospital visits

3. Shut-in visits

4. Special event dinner

5. Senior ministry

6. Men’s/Women’s Bible study breakfast

7. Sunday morning social time (no clicks)

8. Other get-acquainted events

Ministry of Hospitality Outreach:

1. Support Ecumenical assembly

2. Support World Hunger projects

3. Support Pregnancy Care Centers

4. Provide space at church facility for Senior Citizens

5. Provide meals for the less fortunate as needed

6. Support mission trips

7. Support world-wide catastrophes

8. Other events needed in your own community

Each one of us will not be remembered by our WORDS, but by our giving.  Life is not measured by the breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath.

As Paul says in Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
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Take the First Step

Each one of us has had a broken relationship at some point in our life or we will be confronted with a broken relationship.

How did we or how will we handle the broken relationship? Do we ignore it hoping it will go away? Do we ruffle our feathers and go on the attack? Do we try to blame someone else for what has happened?

Because God loves each one of us so much that He sent His son to save us from sin (1 Timothy 1:15), He doesn’t want us to have broken relationships.  He wants us to reconcile our differences so we can love one another.

In a recent publication it showed “Five Ways to Overcome Broken Relationships:

1. “He who cannot forgive others breaks the bridge over which he himself must pass.”  George Herbert

2. “A smile in giving honest criticism can make the difference between resentment and reform.”  Phillip Steinmetz

3. “The best way to destroy your enemy is to make him your friend.”  Abraham Lincoln

4. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”  Jesus (Mt 5:9)

5. “He who is of proud heart stirs up strife, but he who trusts in the Lord will be prospered.”  Proverbs 28:25

If we are angry and bitter about a broken relationship we are depending on ourselves.  We may know Christ as our Savior but are not walking with Him.

Let each one of us live by the “Five Ways to Overcome Broken Relationships” and begin our walk with Christ.
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Hospitality - Welcoming
Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. He hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. He said: “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. Rest under this tree and let me get you something to eat, so that you can be refreshed and then go on your way.” Abraham and Sarah baked some bread, selected a choice tender calf which his servant prepared. He then brought some curds, milk and the prepared calf, set these before them. While they ate, Abraham stood near them under a tree. Genesis 18: 2-8.
In Abraham’s day a person’s reputation was largely connected to ones hospitality, sharing of home and food. Even strangers were to be treated as highly honored guests. Meeting another’s need is till one of the most important and practical ways to obey God.

Hospitality is a willingness to share what God has given us, family, home, finances and food. It is an attitude of stewardship, where we do not own anything because we are the steward of the real owner, God.

We are advised in Matthew 25:40 “Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it onto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” The next time we have the opportunity to meet a strangers needs, we, like Abraham might actually entertain angels.
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Hospitality – Meal of Forgiveness
The holy evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul (the apostle) write thus: Our Lord, Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and then He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, drink ye all of it; this cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you for the remission of your sins. This do as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.
While the people of Israel traveled through the desert to the promised land, God gave them provisions for the way. Manna, quail, and water sustained them.

God’s people are still pilgrims. We are on the way to the promised land of heaven. Through baptism God continually adds to the number of His people. To sustain us on the way He has given His word in the bible. In addition, He has provided another wonderful sacrament. This is the sacrament of the altar.
The sacrament of the altar is a personal meeting of two people. There is the living Lord with His unbreakable promise. There is the sinner. The sinner must be there not only in body to partake of the bread and the wine. He must be there in faith. As the believer receives the body and blood, he is joined to his Lord. From his Lord flows life and power to believe in and love Him. Jesus desires this closeness. He says: I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. John 15: 5.
Thank the Lord for offering such great benefits in the sacrament. Pray for faith that you may receive that for which he has paid so costly a price.
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Hospitality And Compassion
And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was sick of the palsy: And they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before Jesus. When they could not find by what way they might bring him in, because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with the couch into the midst before Jesus. When He saw their faith, He said unto him, “Thy sins are forgiven thee.” The scribes and Pharisees began to reason, saying, who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? Jesus perceived their thoughts and said “What reason ye in your hearts? Whether is easier, to say, thy sins be forgiven thee: Or to say, rise up and walk? But that ye may know that the son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (He said to the sick of the palsy) arise, take up the couch, and go.” Immediately the man rose up, took up his mat, and departed to his home, glorifying God.
The palsied man’s need moved his friends into action. Both the man’s body and his spirit were paralyzed. He could not walk and he did not know Jesus. Jesus was impressed by the faith of his friends. Jesus responded to their faith by saying to the palsied man, thy sins are forgiven thee and healed him.
Our faith affects others. We cannot make another person a Christian, but we can do much through our words, actions and love to give them a chance to respond.

Our words lack meaning unless our actions back them up. We can say we love God or others, but if we do not take action to demonstrate that love, our words are empty.

How do your actions back up what you say? Look for opportunities to bring others to the living Christ.

Do you know of a housebound person? Have you asked if they would like a ride to worship some Sunday? Know of someone who is ill, alone, or in need? Try to call or visit with them. Put your faith into action of compassion.
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Hospitality – Stewards With The Church At Large
Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
Each Sunday we pray: Merciful Father we offer with joy  and thanksgiving what You have first given us – our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of Your gracious love, receive them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Giving – that is what God has done for us beginning with creation and continuing with the great gift of all, His only Son our Lord.

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. Yes, I believe in God the Father almighty that He has made me and all creatures: The He has given my body, soul, reason and all my senses. We are the crown of His creation and have a responsibility to the stewardship of His creation.

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
With the church at large, we are disciples of Christ, we are to faithfully proclaim and spread the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Yes, my Lord has redeemed me, brought me back, from sin, death and the power of the devil. Not with gold or silver but with His holy precious blood, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him. That is, that willingly live an active Christian life, enjoy and share His daily blessings.

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
When we place our financial gift in the offering plate, a portion is shared with the Indiana-Kentucky synod they in turn with the church at large. We accomplish what no individual or congregation can do alone. Together we start new congregations, support over 500 missionaries, 8 seminaries, some 250 church camps, some 300 service care facilities, ELCA colleges and campus pastors.
Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
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Hospitality – Our Prayer

Dear heavenly Father, may we use a portion of our time each day in prayer and meditation and acknowledge the blessings that you pour out to us in abundance. Each day, each hour, each minute are gifts for us to enjoy and share with one another. We first received and now may we give of our selves, our time, our talents and our treasures.

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.
Amen.
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Priorities
Everybody is busy. I have to say that some of the people in the Nursing Home are pretty busy. Learning to deal with business and the accompanying stress is an important thing to begin dealing with in college already - because the factors that cause business will only increase in the years to come unless you learn a few things about them. Not only is it unpleasant but too much stressful business can cause you to miss out on other things God may want for you to do and experience. Failure to deal with business can also result in basic ineffectiveness where you run around “busy” but you never really accomplish the more important things God may have planned for you. I’ll never forget a man I knew who was working so hard to improve the life of the slum I was working in; but he sat on so many committees, so many commissions and so many organizations that he never got anything accomplished in the neighborhood. It was terribly ironic: he was too busy to accomplish the things he was working to accomplish.

Part of the problem is that most people deal with their stressful business in one of two ways:










One way is that they tell themselves, “I’ll have to wait until after semester exams...I’ll have to wait until I get a job on my own...maybe when I get into a different... (whatever). These people don’t deal with their stress or business they just decide that it is normal. The other way is people will simply start blaming themselves. “I just need to try harder at managing my time! I am not efficient...” The problem with these thoughts is that successful management requires a compass, not a clock.

Steven covey tells the now famous story about the instructor who was lecturing on time management. He set a wide-mouth jar on the table next to a platter with some fist-sized rocks on it. “How many of these rocks do you think we can get in the jar?” he asked.

After class members offered several guesses, the instructor put a rock in the jar. Then he put in another, then another, until he filled the jar. Then he asked, “Is this jar full?”

Everybody agreed. The jar was full. The instructor reached under the table, brought our bucket of gravel, and started dumping the gravel in the jar. It filled the spaces around the big rocks. The instructor grinned and asked, “Is the jar full?”




“Probably not,” the class said. The instructor reached under the table, brought out a bucket of sand, and started dumping the sand in the jar. It filled the little spaces left by the rocks and the gravel. Once more he asked, “Is the jar full?”

“No!” the class roared. With this he started pouring a pitcher of water into the jar. He got something like a quart of water into the jar. When he asked the class for the point of his picture parable, someone replied, “If we work hard at filling the gaps in our lives, we accomplish more.”

“NO!” the instructor said. “Here is the point: Put the big rocks in first. Otherwise, you’ll never get them in. Another way to put it, “Put the big rocks in first. All the rest is sand.”

To improve your stress and your effectiveness, stop beating up on yourself. Select the big rocks. Put them in first. Stay focused on them. The rest is sand - important but not essential.

God has given you many gifts, abilities and opportunities. Stewardship of your time and talents requires that you decide what is most important to accomplishing what God wants in your life - and put them first.
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Dealing With Enemies
It seems like just about everyone accumulates enemies along the way in life. It could be someone who spreads false rumors about you, it could be someone who just doesn’t like “your kind of people” (race, gender, whatever), it could be someone who has been terribly unfair or unkind to a friend of yours, it could be someone you just can’t get along with, etc.  I have known one or two very old people who said that they didn’t have any enemies because they outlived them all - but I doubt it. It seems that if you lose one enemy you just gain a new one.

But God has given us a couple of important weapons to use on our enemies. One is prayer, the other is love. Jesus even went so far as to command us to pray for our enemies and to love them. Love here, does not mean to have warm, fuzzy feelings for our enemies. It means that despite what our enemies are like, we continue to be kind, caring and honest towards them. Love means that we do not do the same kind of wrong to our enemy as they are doing to us. However, love does not mean that we do not try to stop them if an enemy tries to do evil.

Nevertheless, if you sincerely and consistently pray for your enemies, exciting things will happen. For example, it’s hard to pray for someone and at the same time hate them for long. Also, God will work in their lives. They will begin to notice that in spite of what they have done, you are being kind to them. Now this doesn’t mean that the other person will necessarily stop hating you. In fact, the other person may feel so guilty that they’ll treat you even worse. But God will use your actions to accomplish His goals.

At the beginning of college one year I found out when I moved in that they were going to room me with someone I knew back in high school - unfortunately, we never got along very well and were enemies. Well, I decided to try Jesus’ ideas and started praying for him and trying to show the kind of love Jesus taught. Then - lo and behold - the relationship between us changed. We never became buddies but we got along very well and even stayed room mates until he eventually left that college a year or so later. 

I have to admit that I have not always done these two things with my enemies. But when I look back over the years I see that when I did try praying and loving enemies there were usually one of two outcomes. Sometimes the relationship between us changed. Sometimes, they stayed enemies, but I could later see how God was able to work in both of our lives and the lives of people who knew us. It is sometimes hard for us to understand; but Jesus knows what He’s talking about!

Matthew 5:43-48

Romans 12:17-18
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