	
	

	
[image: image1.png]INA-KENTUCKY SYNOD




	Stewardship Resources
Monthly

	October
	Volume 1, Ministry of Money

	Resources In This Issue:
Newsletter Articles

· What Belongs To God?
· Is There A Limit To Generosity?
Bulletin Inserts
· Gifts Of A Generous God
· The Road Of Life
Messages from Home Congregation
· Effect Or Difference
Your Resources by category
Newsletter articles
Bulletin Inserts
Stewardship Articles
Messages from Home Congregation
Check Website For Newest Version

“Yes” Resources
Contact Us

Dembroski, Brenda 

bkdembroski@sbcglobal.net
Eppert, Karen

keppert@iksynod.org
Haas, Bill

wjhcah@embarqmail.com
Kirkpatrick, Ralph

ralph@lutheran.com
Kraemer, Tim

krae-01@fullnet.com
Loyda, Hans

hloyda@indy.rr.com
Michael, Liz

lmichael@century21atc.com
Moore, Jimmie

tubafour@insightbb.com
Philbrick, Brad

Brad@biotechproducts.com
Schreiber, Erv

ervcarols@sbcglobal.net
	What Belongs To God?
Traditionally the latter part of the Pentecost season has been a time of stewardship emphasis in our congregations.  On any given Sunday in October or November you might hear a message on stewardship in your congregation.  I remember vividly the feeling of panic that came upon me when I was a young and newly ordained pastor and needed to come up with a stewardship message for my congregation on “stewardship Sunday.”  So when a lay member of the congregation volunteered to present a program on tithing I was elated and gladly accepted his offer.  For his presentation he set up two tables in the front of the sanctuary.  Then he began to demonstrate how we have been richly blessed by God and how little God requires of us in return.  The presenter did this by taking 10 apples putting 9 of them on one table and one apple on the other table.  He did the same with 10 bananas and 10 oranges and 10 shirts, etc.  Soon the table with the 9 items of each kind was stacked high with all kinds of blessings.  And the table with one of each kind was dramatically less abundant.  His point was that tithing was a small thing to do in comparison to all that we have received.  God gives us abundantly and expects so little of us, that we can surely give that little tithe.  Then came the clincher when pointing to the abundant table of blessings, he said, “God has given us all this to do with whatever we want, so at least we can give a tithe back to God.”  

Through the years I have come to understand how limited this concept of stewardship is.  Sure, God does ask us to tithe.  That is biblical.  But the Bible doesn’t stop with the tithe. Biblical stewardship has more to do with what we do with the 90% left after we tithe.  These gifts are not just ours to do with as we please.  All that God gives us is to be used according to God’s will for us, our family, our community, our nation and all people.  One of the Gospel stories we hear in our congregations this time of year is the story about Jesus’ encounter with the Pharisees. Trying to entrap him they asked, “Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”  Jesus’ answer was simple.  He asked for the coin they used to pay the tax and then said, “Whose head and title is on this coin?”  They answered, “The emperor’s.”  Jesus said, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  And what belongs to God?  Everything belongs to God.  All things come from God and all things return to God.  And all that we have been given is on loan to us from God and is to be used according to God’s will.  To be a “steward” is to be in charge of someone else’s property, which is to be used according to the owner’s wishes.  That’s the biblical concept of stewardship.

Therefore stewardship includes all that we do and say.  It includes all our resources and how we use them for the good of others.  It includes all of our money and how we spend it.  It includes how we respond to the needs of our neighbor and our world.  It includes issues of justice and welfare for all of God’s people.  The tithe is a biblical concept that is meant just to be a beginning point for our stewardship.  And it is a good beginning point, but it is only a beginning point.  I encourage you to look beyond the tithe as you consider the stewardship of the resources God has given you.  We often pray:

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Is There A Limit To Generosity?
Since the attack on the Twin Towers in New York on September 11, 2001, our nation has been stretched and challenged as never before.  The war in Afghanistan and Iraq, the hurricanes in Florida and the Gulf Coast states of Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas, and the Tsunami in the Indian Ocean tested our ability to respond to disasters.   As a nation, we had always prided ourselves in being able to respond to such tragedies.  But this time seemed different.  In the days following Hurricane Katrina, I remember hearing the head of the Salvation Army say, “I don’t know how much more our nation can handle (probably referring to 9/11, the war, the Tsunami, and last year’s Hurricanes in Florida)?  I just don’t know how generous they can be?”  

I was struck by that statement and I thought, “Is there a limit to our generosity?”  Yes, I suppose there is.  When we look at our congregations and how they struggle to make ends meet, there seems to be a limit to the generosity of God’s people.  When we see how our schools, universities, seminaries, campus ministries, social ministries and other ministries dependent on people’s generosity live on the edge financially we wonder what our capacity is?  When, our synod and church wide offices deal with fewer and fewer resources we wonder about our people’s generosity.  If we look at the fact that we, as Lutherans, give away less than 2% of our income to charity (which is well below the minimum 10% called for in Scripture) we wonder how generous can we be?  There seems to be a limit to our generosity.

But when we look to another source, when we look to God, we see unlimited possibilities.  God is generous in every way with us.  All we have comes from God’s loving hands.  And it is out of God’s generosity in Jesus Christ that we can live as the redeemed people of God in the world.  Out of God’s generosity then, we can be generous.  

Certainly, we have seen that kind of response coming from the people of God.  As Lutherans, we were present as early as anyone with disaster relief during the hurricanes and the Tsunami aftermath because of the generosity of our people.  Every year ELCA Lutherans give millions of dollars earmarked for disaster relief.  We were ready to respond because of what had already been given by our people.  Many from the Indiana-Kentucky Synod have responded this last year (and will continue to respond in the months and years to come) by volunteering their time, energy and skills to personally help in relieving the suffering of the people on the Gulf. And we all have been generous in our prayers for these people and the needs that they have.  I have to believe that the outpouring of this generosity is directly related to the generosity of God.  We can be compassionate because we know a compassionate God.  We can be giving because we have received bountifully from God.

When we are in Christ, there is no limit to our generosity.  From the heart of God comes all that we need in order to be the loving arms of God reaching out to a suffering world. The mission statement of the ELCA says it best: MARKED WITH THE CROSS OF CHRIST FOREVER, WE ARE CALLED, GATHERED AND SENT FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORLD.  By the power of the Spirit, may we trust that promise and live it with our lives.
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Gifts Of A Generous God
Who we are, all that we have, the world we live in are all gifts of a generous God. We can only respond in gratitude to these gifts. How we respond is also a gift from God. James shares a wonderful insight. A generous God gives the gift of generous giving! Just as we ask ourselves how we can be most open and accepting of God’s gifts of forgiveness or grace, we too must ask how can we be most open to God’s gift of generous giving? How can we fight the sinful temptations of greed and hording to open our hearts and lives to generously responding to Gods gracious gifts?
James points out that we have been reborn children of God and have become first fruits of God’s creation. The rebirth is into the family and possession of God. We become God’s as did the first fruits of the harvest in the Old Testament. God never changes, He has called us in his kingdom. We are a kind of first fruits for God and the first fruits were the best and were intended to be given to God. If first fruits are intended to be given to God – what does that call each of us to be and do?
James, of course, calls us to action. But for those who have been recipients of such a gracious God, there is no choice but to respond – in love and service – in generous giving of who we are and what God has given. How we live out our lives is in response to the gifts of God’s grace, forgiveness, love and generosity.
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The Road Of Life
At first, I saw God as my observer, my judge, keeping track of the things I did wrong so as to know whether I merited heaven or hell when I die.  But later on, when I met Christ, it seemed as though life were rather like a bike ride but it was a tandem bike and I noticed that Christ was in the back helping me pedal.  I don’t know just when it was that He suggested we change places, but life has not been the same since.  When I had control I knew the way.  It was rather boring, but predictable….it was the shortest distance between two points.  But when He took the lead, he knew delightful long cuts, up mountains and through rocky places at breakneck speeds.  It was all I could do to hang on, even though it looked like madness.  He said, “pedal!”  I worried and was anxious and asked, “Where are you taking me?” He laughed and didn’t answer and I started to learn to trust.  I forgot my boring life and entered into the adventure and when I’d say, “I’m scared,” He’d lean back and touch my hand.  He took me to people with gifts that I needed, gifts of healing, acceptance and joy.  They gave me gifts to take on my journey, my Lord’s and mine.  And we were off again.  He said, “Give the gifts away; they’re extra baggage, too much weight,” so I did to the people we met and I found in giving I received and still our burden was light.  I did not trust Him at first in control of my life. I thought He’d wreck it; but he knows bike secrets, knows how to make it bend to take sharp corners, knows how to jump to clear rocks, and knows how to fly to shorten scary passages.  And I am learning to shut up and pedal in the strangest places, and I’m beginning to enjoy the view and the cool breeze on my face with my delightful companion, Jesus Christ.  And when I’m sure I just can’t do anymore, He just smiles and says…”Pedal.”
                                   Author unknown
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Effect Or Difference
ADVANCE \d4You may or may not have seen the quiz that is supposed to have come from the late Charles Schultz, the creator of the "Peanuts" comic strip. I have included it in the following (with a couple of slight changes) - except no cartoons. (For one thing I hate to send copyrighted material around and for another, pictures always take up so much room as electronic files.) The quiz is in two parts. (You don't have to actually answer the questions. Just read it straight through, and you will get the point.) Then I have a couple of comments.
1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world.
2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners.
3. Name the last five Miss America winners. 
4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize. 
5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best actor and actress. 
6. Name the last decade's worth of World Series winners.

7. ADVANCE \d4Name the person who dominated the top news story last year today or last month today. 

How did you do? If you are like me, you got some, but couldn’t answer all or even most of them. The point is, none of us remember most of the people who made headlines yesterday. Some of them may have had an effect on our lives but eventually the applause dies. Awards tarnish. Achievements are forgotten. Accolades and certificates are buried with their owners. Here's another quiz. 
See how you do on this one: 
1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school or Sunday school.
2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time.
3. Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile.
4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special.
5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with. 

ADVANCE \d4Easier? The lesson: The people who earn the top honors have an effect on your life; but the people who make the big difference in your life are not the ones with the most credentials, the most money, or the most awards. They are the ones that care.

ADVANCE \d4But it goes the other way too. When I was in college I was like most everybody else dreaming of all the great things I was going to do once I got out of school. But the greatest effect you and I are going to have on other people’s lives is going to be with those we take time to care about. The ones near at hand to us.

ADVANCE \d4In fact, each of us lives in a series of concentric circles. In the outermost circle are other countries, other races and humanity in general. In the next closer circle are our own nation, race and religion. The next closest is our friends and family. I think that Satan’s trick is to get us to put all of our compassion in the outer circles where very few of us can do much anyway. I have known many people over the years who are so very concerned and compassionate about wars, world hunger, racism, human suffering and so forth. But those same people cannot get along with their neighbors or even their family. So often those are people who want the president to "do something about (name the suffering)" but will not even notice the person down the hall who is hurting. Furthermore, we are most likely to have an effect on the furthest circle when we are already acting within the closest circle.

ADVANCE \d4I still remember a memorial (funeral) for a great scholar and writer. In the funeral there were speeches about what a great thinker and influence this guy had been. Afterwards there was the usual fellowship luncheon. I was struck by the fact that during the fellowship time people who knew him told me not about his great books, but instead of the times he had supported them in tough times, wisdom he shared, how he had shared joys and many other examples of his caring. His books will have an effect for quite a few years until they become obsolete. But the people he influenced will continue to influence yet others in one way or another forever.

ADVANCE \d4So, think about those around you whether they are smart, dumb, nice, unpleasant, popular or unpopular and care about them. That is where you will have the opportunity to do great life-changing things - starting now.
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