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	What Drives Our Lives?
“What drives your Life?” Everyone’s life is driven by something. Most Dictionaries define the verb drive as “to guide, to control, or to direct.” Whether you are driving a car, a nail, or a golf ball, you are guiding, controlling, and directing it at that moment. What is the driving force of your life? 

Right now you may be driven by a problem, a pressure, or a deadline. You may be driven by a painful memory, a haunting fear, or a unconscious belief. There are hundreds of circumstances, values, and emotions that can drive your life. 

These are the opening words to the third chapter of Rick Warren’s now famous book, The Purpose Driven Life. He goes on in that third chapter to give 5 of the most common forces that drive our lives: guilt, resentment/anger, fear, materialism, and the need for approval. What he doesn’t do is to make a distinguishing differentiation between Christians and non-Christians as to what drives our lives. I think in this case he is right on in not doing so because Jesus makes it clear that we are struggling with giving our life to the one thing that should drive our life. “No one can serve two masters,” Jesus says. 

As Christians we are caught in the human predicament that requires us to ask, "To whom (what) shall we go" for life. But again, as Christians our answer should be different than what drives the world, for we know that we belong to God through Christ. My faith tells me that all the hope I have as a human being is in Christ and that the resurrection becomes the one event by which my life is driven. The resurrection gives meaning and direction, it gives focus and motivation to the way I live in this world for others and as much as anything else, to borrow Pastor Warren’s words, the resurrection has for my life eternal implications. With this understanding of the resurrection being the purpose driving my life should there even be a question as to serving two masters. Of course not! 

Stewardship is nothing more and nothing less than realizing the driving force of our life is Jesus Christ. Therefore all that we do and all that we say reflects our desire to give to God through Christ what he has righteously given us. These words are I hope familiar to you. Driven by our desire to let God have control over our lives, we give to God what God has first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions.
Pray that when you read this article you will find yourself wondering, “What drives my life?” Look with hope that you can answer Pastor Warren’s question with an unabashedly and even boldly stated response; “To Christ and his ways for the world I have given my life and for his sake (for his purpose) I am driven for living.”
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Sunday School Projects for Youth and Stewardship
1) A Sunday School Benevolence Project.
This project is based on Jesus’ parable about the Talents. Each of the students is given a certificate worth a certain amount of money and they are then challenged to do “something good” with it that helps others. This is a project that may look expensive, but it has a great effect on the young people as well as on the rest of the congregation.

a) Print up certificates for each student from about 3rd grade through the oldest students who attend regularly. Each certificate has its own identification number. The certificates can be worth whatever amount you choose - $10 or $20 each.

b) For a couple of weeks before the program explain what will happen at Sunday School openings, in church during announcements and in the newsletter so that students, parents and the rest of the congregation will know what is going to be going on in this project.

c) Explain that each student has a certificate and they are challenged to find some good cause to use it towards. When they choose a good deed have them write it down on the card and bring it in to Sunday School to be approved. (It is necessary for the church to approve the projects; otherwise there may be a few well-meaning but childish projects suggested. In those cases it is an opportunity to educate the student and let him/her try again.) They are free to add to the amount they have and students can combine their certificates for greater effect.

d) After all the money has been disbursed and the projects have been completed give an accounting to the church in an announcement and in the newsletter.
Some students will not make use of the opportunity while some others will use their certificates to make contributions to church, missionaries or public charities. Still other students will be a bit more creative. For example, in one Sunday School two students got together and bought Spanish cartoon-style Bibles for local school libraries. Another student used the money to buy supplies to make health kits for LWR. Another bought gloves to send to rescue workers following a disaster.

e) While the 3rd through HS youth are doing this project the younger Sunday School students could have their own project - perhaps part of a few classes assembling health kits and school kits for LWR.

2) An inter-generational project about generosity.
Have the students go about and interview older members. (Some churches could do this as part of the coffee time.) Ask them, “Who was the most generous person you ever knew?” “What did they do that was so generous?” “Did you ever find out why they were so generous?”

3) High School
Have the Jr. high and High School students view and discuss the Video.        
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The Labyrinth Is Thoroughly Known
We have not even to risk the adventure [of stewardship] alone; for the heroes of all time have gone before us; the labyrinth is thoroughly known; we have only to follow the thread of the hero-path.  And where we had thought to find an abomination, we shall find a God; where we had thought to slay another, we shall slay ourselves; where we had thought to travel outward, we shall come to the center of our own existence; where we had thought to be alone, we shall be with all the world.


Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces
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In Spirit I Lack Nothing
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.  The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”



---John 4:13-14

This scripture passage contrasts the water that we must go looking for with the water that springs up within us.  When we must go searching for water to drink, there is no end to the task.  We may locate a source of cold, clear water, drink deeply, and satisfy our thirst.  But long after we walk away from the well, our thirst will return.  And so, we will have to search for another well.  Over and over again.

Jesus offers us living water from a spring that lies within us.  Therefore, it is always readily available to us.  This spring is the Spirit.  Without it we have an endless search for satisfaction.  So, our thirsting and our searching can be over, if we so choose.

How much of the Spirit do you allow to spring within you?  How often do you “put a cap on it,” and seek to satisfy your thirst somewhere else?  Enter into a period of confessional prayer.  Acknowledge to God any ways in which you are still searching outside yourself for something that your life seems to lack.  Then, ask for greater openness to the Spirit’s flow, that you might drink daily of the water that offers abundant life.
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Where Your Treasure Is…
(note from a churchman):

My brother was doing insurance work in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina’s destruction. He had to tell some people that all that is left of their home is a slab of concrete. Many of the homes were beautiful historic landmarks filled with lifetime accumulations of possessions.

He pointed out to me an unexpected spiritual dimension to his work. It appears that it is quite easy to see the difference between people who owned their possessions and those who were owned by their possessions because there are two basic responses people have after losing everything they owned. One group of people have a serenity about them and are glad to have their health and their loved ones. Another group is completely distraught and inconsolable as they mourn the loss of the things and possessions they used to own - houses, cars, collections, etc.

This reminds me of a passage by Jesus, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21) You notice that Jesus is saying that your heart will follow wherever you place your treasure - not the other way around as we usually like to assume. We like to think that if your heart is in the right place your treasures will follow. But the fact is that over time we make many subtle and not so subtle decisions about what is going to be treasure in our lives and then that is where our heart ends up.

I used to know a man who every year would give away some valuable possession as an exercise to make sure there was no “thing” that owned him.

Of course, treasure and possessions do not have to only be material “things.” If you are in college it could be the hope of someday making lots of money in a good job, it might be the hope of being a hero or heroine through some career, it could be the sheer joy of learning, it could be the power and influence that comes from knowledge, or whatever.

It would do us well if from time to time we would stop and think about three things: What do I spend my spare money on, What do I spend my spare time on and What do I think about most?

Your treasure is where your heart is. As a result, your life’s purpose is directed towards accumulating whatever it is that you treasure. Your treasure is what you will depend upon when you face difficulties. Your treasure is what gives you most of the joy you have in life.

Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.”
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Short Item On Righteous Perspective
This week I would like to quote a short anecdote by Dr. Willimon:

I once met a man, then a young professor, tell of being on a plane in the late sixties and finding himself next to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and, as their journey progressed, he revealed to Dr. King that he was active in the Civil Rights struggle on his own campus. Because of his work in the racial struggle, he had become alienated from his father. He told Dr. King how his father could not understand him and how they had grown apart.

“What can i do,” he asked Dr. King, “to raise the consciousness of my father, to make my father see that he is a racist, that all of his pious talk about ‘loving black people’ is just a lie?”

Dr. King put his hand on the angry young man’s hand and said, “Your father is doing the best he can. He has not had many of your educational opportunities, opportunities which your father has provided for you. As a Christian you must be patient with him and love him.”
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