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	Bread Of Life From Heaven
We have a rich heritage of music and faith from our Latin American neighbors. From Argentina comes a traditional tune, "Santo, Santo, Santo," which offers the heartfelt praise, Santo eres Dios. This haunting refrain is linked with contemporary text by Susan Briehl and a tune by Marty Haugen in today's hymn.

At the weekly communion meal at our little church in central Kentucky, young and old gather to receive the body and blood of our Lord. Piano and guitar lead the worshippers in song. A widow bows her head in prayer, remembering the communion of saints; a father touches my hand when receiving the bread; a young child returns the blessing, whispering out loud, "Jesus loves you too, Pastor." The community of faith is a living testimony of our song. We eat the bread, we believe Easter, we trust Christ's return and, with every breath, we praise the Holy One of God. Gloria a Dios.
Santo eres Dios. Holy are you, o Lord. Thank you for bread broken, abounding and blessed. Thank you for the wine outpoured. Let your body and blood nurture us as your redeemed until we feast with you in heaven. Amen. 
Betsy Dartt
House of Prayer Lutheran Church, Elizabethtown, Ky.
Master of Divinity , 1981 
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Celebration And Music
Can you have a time of enjoyment and celebration without music? When people gather for a party, music fills the background. Weddings often end with dinner, dancing, and music. Movies wouldn’t be movies without soundtracks lacing one scene to the next. Marching and pep bands arouse enthusiasm among spectators at high school and college sporting events.

Nearly like an article of clothing, headphones sprout from the heads of many a teen (and some older folks, too). It seems that their enjoyment of life in general is fixed to CD players and connecting headphones.

Hence, it’s no surprise that music also accompanies the celebration of a community’s faith in God. Remember David, whose forces had wrenched the Ark of the Covenant from the Philistine people? The Chronicler depicted the people of Israel slowly but surely winding their way to Jerusalem. The king led the way, dancing and leaping. Animals were sacrificed. Accompanying all this were people shouting and singing, and instrumentalists playing horns, trumpets, cymbals, harps, and lyres (1 Chronicles 15).

The Ark had been taken from its people earlier in battle — and lost. But now it had been found and would be returned to its rightful place. This was a time of great joy.

Luke 15:11-32 records another “lost and found” story, Jesus’ telling of the Parable of the Prodigal Son. When the lost son had found his way home again, his father requested that the household stop its routine duties and orchestrate a grand blowout. What else could one do? This young son, for all intensive purposes, had earlier taken a journey into the land of the dead. But he who was once dead “is alive again.” He who was once lost is “found” (vv. 24, 32).

“We had to celebrate,” the father told his older son (v. 32). When life is restored, the only natural response is to celebrate. And, of course, during this celebration, there was “music and dancing” (v. 25b).

Our Sunday worship services are a celebration as well, a celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It’s only natural that the people of God in Christ will want to sing old, familiar hymns, compose new songs, play musical instruments, chant, rehearse and gather in quartets or large choirs, and lift their voices, some in tune, some out of tune.

Why? Because we all were once dead, but are now alive, once lost but now found. Jesus is risen, risen indeed!
Comment
by William A. Decker, editor

Lutheran Partners Magazine
This article appeared in May / June 2005 • Volume 21 • Number 3
Tips and Ideas for Using Popular Media
· Music is the soundtrack of our lives and can evoke strong emotions and memories, especially the music of childhood and early adolescence. Ask young people to bring in their childhood and adolescent music and talk about how it helped shape their values and world view. New understandings of lyrics and underlying themes come with examination and maturity. And just as “Great is Thy Faithfulness” may bring comfort to some adults, a young person may escape into an Aerosmith tune.
· Honor young people by honoring their culture, not by putting it down. Using television, movies or music to illustrate how terrible their culture is will only drive a wedge between you and them. Instead of using the movie Clueless to show how materialistic students are, talk about control issues and how we’re all guilty of trying to be God. 
· Have a videotape next to your television (even in the VCR), cued up and labeled “church” so it’s available when Julia on Party of Five encounters violence in a dating relationship or when the woman that posed as a 19-year-old to write for Felicity tells her story on 60 Minutes.
· Students are the experts on their culture and their media—let them teach what they know. Ask students to provide devotions for classes or events by using clips from movies, TV shows, commercials, songs, or excerpts from books or magazines to illustrate a relevant scriptural passage. Establish a Media Minute and ask students to bring in media cuts for reaction and discussion. Invite them to teach an adult forum on the youth culture.
· Consider watching a weekly television show together and have some standard questions that can be used to debrief the content: 

· What was the theme of tonight’s show?
· What was the show’s message?
· What decisions were made and what factors were considered?
· How did faith enter the story?
· Who do you relate to in the story? Why?
· What would you have done differently? 
· Tape a string of commercials and ask, what products are being sold? Then ask, what else is being sold? Challenge young people to speculate on how producers of commercials appeal to our needs and wants in getting us to buy their product. Super Bowl commercials are great for such discussions. Find out how much an average commercial for a highly-hyped program costs and add that to the mix.
· Magazines have lots of articles about physical looks and attracting dates. Use them as the basis for a discussion on friendship, dating or family relationships. Pay attention to the faces in the magazines, especially when alone or in groups. Note that most magazines aren’t representative of the average young person in looks and possessions. Be sensitive to young people whose ethnicity isn’t represented in mainstream magazines, or who might be struggling with issues of sexual identity. 
· Using popular media in youth ministry is especially important when popular culture challenges scripture. By examining the ways culture and scripture contradict one another—where faith and life in the 90s disconnect—students are able to wrestle with how their decisions are impacted by faith.
Youth Ministries are called to help young people think, rather than telling them what to think. If we struggle with them—especially by paying attention to their culture—they will know that faith is not a distant commodity. When they see faith and the world walk hand in hand, they’ll continue to look to God to inform their values and choices. Because remember, the images, words and sounds of culture shaped us, too.
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The Sparkle Star
The night was black.

A few stars began their performance in the hall of the once quiet sky.

One soloed bright and big, center stage,

And those who heard it stared in awe.

Another played only a line, yet sang in the color.

It, too, attracted my eyes.

I gazed upon the two till another caught my eye.

Only for a moment.

Then again.

This star was different:

Neither big and bright nor small and colored.

It sparkled.  And,

as I looked again it seemed to blink its part once more---just for me.

Suddenly I forgot the darkness of the night as the sparkle star

began to dance its lines---just for me.

Such joy from the unknown star.

Soon, though, the glow of dawn commenced the star’s final bows.

and,

with sunrise,

the closing of the curtain came upon the sparkling star.

A tear came to my eye.

Only for a moment.

Then again.

I thought,

“Today, I must sparkle too.”
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The Sunrise Never Seen
Beyond the horizon lies a sunrise never seen;

A dream never experienced by another’s eyes.

A pure, delightful, never-ending hope of the heart.

Start the trek toward the far away slope and let 

the sun shine on you,

because, tomorrow comes to those who wait

but today begins when you want it to.
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Thanks
Life goes along pretty fast. Sometimes there isn't much time to really appreciate times of happiness before it is gone. (We're not talking about the "joy" that the Bible speaks of ‑ that can last even in suffering.)

We quickly forget the good and count our "needs" instead of our blessings. Our prayers get so they don't use the word "thank‑you" very much.

Let's take a moment to think of just some of our thanks:

· Thanks for good health so that we may get up each day without help. I knew a professor who said, "Youth is wasted on youth." He was saying that when we are young we do not realize how good we have it when it comes to our health, energy and ambition. Well, that may not be true for you, but it does do us good to be grateful for the things we get without earning them.
· Thanks for a place to live, food, clothing and the basic needs that we take for granted. I took a wilderness survival course many years ago. After about a week I found that I appreciated all kind of things I had not thought about much before. Things like string, cold milk, matches, mosquito repellent, and many other things. You are undoubtedly very busy making good use of all the things you have; but it is good to once in a while stop and recognize how much they "help you to do what you want to do."

· Thanks for those we are close to: family, friends and acquaintances. Most of them we only have for a while. Yet, they are a great blessing.

· Thanks for freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom to own a firearm, freedom to vote, etc. Prosperity and harmony are side effects of freedom in a society. But freedom isn't free, historically it's been very expensive. Don't forget that the biggest thing that guarantees these freedoms is for you to use them.

· Thanks for a chance to get an education.

· Thanks for the opportunity to serve many people as you serve your country.

· Thanks for the chance to help other people. God gives everyone the opportunities to be His hands and voice in the world.

· Thanks for the spiritual gifts we have received ‑ whether its patience, courage, persistence, generosity ‑ use it.

· Thanks for the future. Christians are not to be pessimists. We know that when we seek God's will in our lives ‑ He will be able to do good things. We may run into some hard times as we strive to be God's people, but even then He can make His good will come about. We may make mistakes, but we have confidence in His forgiveness and Grace.

· Most of all, we give Thanks for Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit.
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Good And Evil At Peace In Us
(based on Matthew 5:8)
Writers sometimes describe the struggle between good and evil in each person. Actually, I don’t think that there is always all that much struggle going on. I think it is much more common that a person has good and evil living quite peaceably inside of them. You can be an honest person while being a vengeful person at the same time. You can be a caring person but still be a selfish person. You can be a generous person while being arrogant. (Years ago I knew a drug dealer who was very concerned about world peace and hungry children.)

Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart.” That is something for each of us to strive for. Even though Jesus offers salvation as a free gift, He expects us let His Holy Spirit into our lives to help make us more and more like Jesus. Purity is no easier today than it was years ago. Although, I think that things like the Internet porn, cynical ideologies in politics and on campuses, and the dishonest values of the world around us can make things more difficult.

This implies two things for us. First, this is another reason why the Church has always encouraged people to periodically take time to meditate on their lives and why the Church has emphasized the importance of confessing our sins to God - it helps us to be more honest with ourselves. Because we rarely do things from entirely pure motives. Are the good deeds we do because they need to be done or because we hope someone will see us? Do we help another person because they need help or because they will owe us? Do we worship in order to meet God or because it’s a habit? This does not mean that purity of heart is something that we make happen in ourselves by our great efforts. Rather, we ask for help from our Lord who will actually change our hearts.

Secondly, this is reason for us to be patient with other Christians. Sometimes we get disappointed - even irritated and disillusioned - when another Christian does something that seems un-Christian. It’s just most people do not have all parts of their lives under the control of the Holy Spirit.

Third, every day we should spend at least a little time as St. Paul suggested, “...whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”

In this way, we will be able to “see God” everywhere.
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