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	Planning a Church Picnic
Successful congregations have a major stewardship emphasis at least once a year.  These congregations realize too, that variety in programs leads to greater vitality.  So what is another way to educate fellow members on stewardship? A church picnic around the time of Rally Day that is coordinated with the education team, fellowship team, and of course the stewardship team.  Already you have a great number of people involved!

A suggested theme and text for this appeal would be the Parable of the Sower from Matthew 13.  Verse eight, “And others fell on the good soil, and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty” will be the goal and the major importance of this year’s appeal.

The fellowship team will be responsible for the major organizing of the picnic meal.  Basically, as nearly all church picnics are, will be a pitch-in event with the fellow ship team grilling hot dogs, and burgers, brats, etc.

The education team will utilize the picnic to have children meet their teachers, pass out materials if such be the case, and to explain to parents and students the course material for the upcoming year.  So that all can have great fellowship as well, games and activities need to be arranged as well.  This is to be a fun fellowship and learning event!

At the picnic members of the stewardship team will give everyone a small pot of a seeded plant.  People are encouraged to put their names on them and then set them in the church.  Members will tend to their plants over the next few weeks and watch their plants germinate!

The stewardship appeal will go on for the next three or four Sundays with again, The Parable of the Sower being the theme.  Members of the congregation should provide temple talks and the pastor preach on stewardship.  The last Sunday will be a time when members present their estimate of giving cards as an act of worship.  People can take their plants home as a remembrance of their need to sow on good soil and bring forth a harvest.
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Serving And Spiritual Growth
Faith itself is very simple.  As it is written in Hebrews, faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen.  Faith in God is the power of God for salvation through His son, Jesus Christ.  It is my hope that through my faith that God’s righteousness is revealed.  It is by my faith that I am able to endure evil and to persevere in times of trial.  It is by my faith that I dedicate my life to God and to acknowledge Him in all that I say and do.

The church is the people.  The people of King of Glory are a high-minded group of faithful people who have sights on a mission; a strong desire to worship their Lord, a commitment to serve, thus carrying out their faith, and a sincere love and caring for other people.  This church has provided me with fellowship, friendships, and a sense of community, sharing, caring, encouragement and love.

Your building fund appeal and this stewardship program allows us all to grow spiritually.  And while we grow spiritually we grow in our faith.  I firmly believe that Christ intends for our religion, our faith, to be one of adventure.  This stewardship and building fund appeal has been challenging me.  Christ is challenging me.  While set at this task of loving and serving, God will confront me every day. God intends for us to live a life of adventure.  We are called to be in service until He comes.  We are to expand and adventure in the Christian enterprise.  Why?  Because only as we launch out into the deep will the kingdom of God become real to us, and be a blessing to the world.  It is only the Christian who is ready to take risks and let the leaven of the gospel do its God-given work among individuals, and it is through this work that we will Make Christ Known.  Who, having done these things, as Jesus said in the parable of the talents, at the end of the day will hear his Master’s voice, “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your master”?
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Sunday School Projects for Youth and Stewardship
1) A Sunday School Benevolence Project.
This project is based on Jesus’ parable about the Talents. Each of the students is given a certificate worth a certain amount of money and they are then challenged to do “something good” with it that helps others. This is a project that may look expensive, but it has a great effect on the young people as well as on the rest of the congregation.

a) Print up certificates for each student from about 3rd grade through the oldest students who attend regularly. Each certificate has its own identification number. The certificates can be worth whatever amount you choose - $10 or $20 each.

b) For a couple of weeks before the program explain what will happen at Sunday School openings, in church during announcements and in the newsletter so that students, parents and the rest of the congregation will know what is going to be going on in this project.

c) Explain that each student has a certificate and they are challenged to find some good cause to use it towards. When they choose a good deed have them write it down on the card and bring it in to Sunday School to be approved. (It is necessary for the church to approve the projects; otherwise there may be a few well-meaning but childish projects suggested. In those cases it is an opportunity to educate the student and let him/her try again.) They are free to add to the amount they have and students can combine their certificates for greater effect.

d) After all the money has been disbursed and the projects have been completed give an accounting to the church in an announcement and in the newsletter.
Some students will not make use of the opportunity while some others will use their certificates to make contributions to church, missionaries or public charities. Still other students will be a bit more creative. For example, in one Sunday School two students got together and bought Spanish cartoon-style Bibles for local school libraries. Another student used the money to buy supplies to make health kits for LWR. Another bought gloves to send to rescue workers following a disaster.

e) While the 3rd through HS youth are doing this project the younger Sunday School students could have their own project - perhaps part of a few classes assembling health kits and school kits for LWR.

2) An inter-generational project about generosity.
Have the students go about and interview older members. (Some churches could do this as part of the coffee time.) Ask them, “Who was the most generous person you ever knew?” “What did they do that was so generous?” “Did you ever find out why they were so generous?”

3) High School
Have the Jr. high and High School students view and discuss the Video. 
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The Labyrinth Is Thoroughly Known
We have not even to risk the adventure [of stewardship] alone; for the heroes of all time have gone before us; the labyrinth is thoroughly known; we have only to follow the thread of the hero-path.  And where we had thought to find an abomination, we shall find a God; where we had thought to slay another, we shall slay ourselves; where we had thought to travel outward, we shall come to the center of our own existence; where we had thought to be alone, we shall be with all the world.


Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces
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In Spirit I Lack Nothing
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.  The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”



---John 4:13-14

This scripture passage contrasts the water that we must go looking for with the water that springs up within us.  When we must go searching for water to drink, there is no end to the task.  We may locate a source of cold, clear water, drink deeply, and satisfy our thirst.  But long after we walk away from the well, our thirst will return.  And so, we will have to search for another well.  Over and over again.

Jesus offers us living water from a spring that lies within us.  Therefore, it is always readily available to us.  This spring is the Spirit.  Without it we have an endless search for satisfaction.  So, our thirsting and our searching can be over, if we so choose.

How much of the Spirit do you allow to spring within you?  How often do you “put a cap on it,” and seek to satisfy your thirst somewhere else?  Enter into a period of confessional prayer.  Acknowledge to God any ways in which you are still searching outside yourself for something that your life seems to lack.  Then, ask for greater openness to the Spirit’s flow, that you might drink daily of the water that offers abundant life.
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The Sparkle Star
The night was black.

A few stars began their performance in the hall of the once quiet sky.

One soloed bright and big, center stage,

And those who heard it stared in awe.

Another played only a line, yet sang in the color.

It, too, attracted my eyes.

I gazed upon the two till another caught my eye.

Only for a moment.

Then again.

This star was different:

Neither big and bright nor small and colored.

It sparkled.  And,

as I looked again it seemed to blink its part once more---just for me.

Suddenly I forgot the darkness of the night as the sparkle star

began to dance its lines---just for me.

Such joy from the unknown star.

Soon, though, the glow of dawn commenced the star’s final bows.

and,

with sunrise,

the closing of the curtain came upon the sparkling star.

A tear came to my eye.

Only for a moment.

Then again.

I thought,

“Today, I must sparkle too.”
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The Sunrise Never Seen
Beyond the horizon lies a sunrise never seen;

A dream never experienced by another’s eyes.

A pure, delightful, never-ending hope of the heart.

Start the trek toward the far away slope and let 

the sun shine on you,

because,

tomorrow comes to those who wait

but

today begins when you want it to.
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Friendship
The word “friendship” comes from the old Anglo-Saxon words, “to love.” The big problem with friendship is that we are under pressure to have friends. There is a premium placed on being popular and it becomes important for us to rate high with others. Too often, we feel good or bad on the inside depending on how we are doing in this. So, basically, the big problem is that many people want friends for their own prestige. This makes it so that friendship is more self-centered than love centered.

This kind of friendship makes it so that we feel that we have to constantly please or entertain our friends or else they won’t like us anymore - it becomes a kind of slavery. We become afraid to say or do the wrong thing because we may be rejected. Even when unjustly criticized we may just try to let it go. This makes us too dependant on the favor of others.

Only God deserves this kind of dependence. To straighten this out we need to understand that to have true friends we need to cultivate the most important friendship of all - the friendship of God. Because with God we are starting out with a good friend. We do not have to worry about whether God will like us or not. We can talk and listen to God at any time. Time spent in God’s presence can grow to be as pleasant as time spent with the closest human friend you can imagine.  When we have this friendship with God we are no longer desperate for friends. And oddly enough, we feel more satisfied inside.

To love someone as a friend does not mean that we must agree, or please, or do as he/she wishes. To love means we will do for them what we think is best for them. We can give this kind of love only when we are free from the slavery of needing their friendship. 

The friendship of God satisfies our need and so frees us to be ourselves around everybody. Our own potentials are allowed to come out. We can give love without demanding it in return. When we become independent of the need for others we become more attractive to them. We become strong instead of weak, lovable instead of pitiful, stimulating instead of mechanical.

It is this attitude of real love radiating from us that creates opportunities for real friendship.

Top of article        Top of July Edition















_1222602885.bin

