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	Can You Submit to Him Your Most Valuable Gifts?
In Genesis 22:1-12 God tested Abraham and said to him, “Take your son your only son, Isaac, whom you love and go to the region of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

Abraham did take Isaac to the mountain and prepared to sacrifice him.  But an angel came and said to not lay a hand on the boy for now I know that you fear God since you have not withheld your only son.

Pastor Ed Dobson was speaking to a congregation on “putting all on the altar” in total surrender to Christ.  After the service a farmer came forward and told Pastor Dobson that he had eight cows that were dying, which would mean great financial loss and he was having trouble accepting this as God’s will.  Because of your message I have found peace.  Tonight I put them all on the altar.

Christ touches each on e of our lives in different ways.  Can you submit to “Him” your most valuable gifts and possessions as the farmer did with his eight cows or have the willingness of Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac?
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First Fruits
In a recent publication there was a headline that said “If I didn’t have so many troubles, I would be your most generous giver.”

There are numerous excuses that each one of us has probably used, are using or will use i.e.

1. Mortgage to pay

2. Taxes to pay

3. Car payments

4. Need DVD/VCR, IPOD, Blackberry

5. Monthly cell payments

6. A multitude of other excuses

What each one of us needs to remember is that God owns everything.  We are only HIS stewards of what HE has provided.

He has also given us direction on how to be good stewards: Proverbs 3:9 “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops.” Or Genesis 28:26 “This stone that I have set up as a  pillar will be God’s home and all that you give me I will give you a tenth.”

Each one of us has probably heard the old adage, “Show me your check book and I’ll show you where your heart is.”

What does your checkbook look like?  Is the first check you write each month for “First Fruits?”
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Thoughts about Stewardship
1. In Colossians 1:28-29 Paul talks about proclaiming him, admonishing and teach everyone with all wisdom, ‘so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.  To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.”  With that thought in mind let life happen THROUGH YOU  and not happen TO YOU.

2. In Luke 10:30-37 Jesus talks about a man who fell in the hands of robbers.  They stripped him and went away leaving him dead.  Three different men came by.  Two of them crossed to the other side of the road, but the third man helped.  He helped by bandaging his wounds, and took him on his donkey to an inn where he paid for his treatment.  Each one of us can also help our fellow persons by reaching out to the sick and ill, our church and community.  We can also assist with troubled youth or with mentally impaired young and older adults.  Survey the needs of your community and become involved.  Ask yourself the question, “what can I do to support my church and my community’ and DO it.

3. How poor are WE?  One day a father of a very wealthy family took his son on a trip to the country with the firm purpose of showing his son how poor people live.  They spend a couple of days and nights on the farm of what would be considered a very poor family.  One their return from their trip, the father asked his son, “How was the trip?” “It was great, Dad”  “Did you see how poor people live?” the father asked.  “Oh year,” said the son.  “So tell me what you learned from the trip?” asked the father.  The son answered: “I saw that we have one dog and they had four.  We have a pool that reaches to the middle of our garden and they have a creek that has no end.  We have imported lanterns in our garden and they have the stars at night.  Our patio reached to the front yard and they have the whole horizon.  We have a small piece of land to live on and they have fields that go beyond our sight.  We have servants who serve us, they serve others.  We buy our food, but they grow theirs.  We have walls around our property to protect us, they have friends to protect them.”  The boy’s father was speechless. Then his son added, “Thanks, Dad, for showing me how poor we are.”  Isn’t perspective a wonderful thing? Makes you wonder what would happen if we all gave thanks for everything we have instead of worrying about what we don’t have.

4. Give More and Become Richer—I think that a person who is attached to riches, who lives with the worry of riches, is actually very poor.  If this person puts his money at the service of others, then he is rich, very rich.  

Mother Teresa
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Teach Generosity

It is never too soon to teach your children about stewardship. Here are two habits to help them to develop grow.
Help them to be generous. Get them used to putting something in the offering plate - even if it comes from the parents to the child and into the plate. Discuss with the children why the family gives money to the church and charities. When your family makes a donation to either the church or a charity tell them about it and discuss it with them.
Teach them about the 10-10-80 principle. This means that when they earn any money or receive gifts of money at birthdays and Christmas they are taught that first they give 10% to God’s work - whether as a church offering or as a contribution to help missions or something to help the needy. Then they need to learn to save 10% (This is an important habit: after all, how many adults manage to save any money?). Finally, they can use the 80% as they choose.
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it...” -Proverbs 22:6
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The Path of Stewardship Is Clear

We have not even to risk the adventure [of stewardship] alone; for the heroes of all time have gone before us; the labyrinth is thoroughly known; we have only to follow the thread of the hero-path.  And where we had thought to find an abomination, we shall find a God; where we had thought to slay another, we shall slay ourselves; where we had thought to travel outward, we shall come to the center of our own existence; where we had thought to be alone, we shall be with all the world.

Top of article        Top January Edition
Where Your Treasure is…
(note from a churchman):

My brother was doing insurance work in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina’s destruction. He had to tell some people that all that is left of their home is a slab of concrete. Many of the homes were beautiful historic landmarks filled with lifetime accumulations of possessions.

He pointed out to me an unexpected spiritual dimension to his work. It appears that it is quite easy to see the difference between people who owned their possessions and those who were owned by their possessions because there are two basic responses people have after losing everything they owned. One group of people has a serenity about them and are glad to have their health and their loved ones. Another group is completely distraught and inconsolable as they mourn the loss of the things and possessions they used to own - houses, cars, collections, etc.
This reminds me of a passage by Jesus, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21) You notice that Jesus is saying that your heart will follow wherever you place your treasure - not the other way around as we usually like to assume. We like to think that if your heart is in the right place your treasures will follow. But the fact is that over time we make many subtle and not so subtle decisions about what is going to be treasure in our lives and then that is where our heart ends up.
I used to know a man who every year would give away some valuable possession as an exercise to make sure there was no “thing” that owned him.
Of course, treasure and possessions do not have to only be material “things.” If you are in college it could be the hope of someday making lots of money in a good job, it might be the hope of being a hero or heroine through some career, it could be the sheer joy of learning, it could be the power and influence that comes from knowledge, or whatever.
It would do us well if from time to time we would stop and think about three things: What do I spend my spare money on, What do I spend my spare time on and What do I think about most?
Your treasure is where your heart is. As a result, your life’s purpose is directed towards accumulating whatever it is that you treasure. Your treasure is what you will depend upon when you face difficulties. Your treasure is what gives you most of the joy you have in life.
Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.”
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