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	Worshiping Lord – Giving To The Lord
It is part of our Christian calling that we are always seeking after a greater understanding of our faith. As a community of people who claim Jesus to be our savior, our Lord, the central act of the community of faith is worship; gathering around the proclamation of the Word and the administration of the Sacraments. In the book entitled, “Giving to God, The Bible’s Good News about Living a Generous Life” written by Dr. Mark Powell. he tells a wonderful story about worship. Below is a section of the book I would like to share with you in hopes that you will find it as insightful as I do.

 

“Six days a week God blesses us,” my mother would say, “and on Sundays we give thanks.” That has always stuck with me, although I know that there is more to it than that. Pastors and worship leaders work very hard to provide their congregations with services that they hope will be meaningful and inspirational to all who come. Of course. But I still think my mother was right; the main reason for going to church is not to get our needs met; the main reason , the most important reason, for going to church is to worship God.
And now that I am (a lot) older, I have discovered something else. When people do this – when they come to church to worship God – something wonderful happens. They invariably discover that they are much more likely to get something out of the experience that if they had come for any other reason. I don’t know why this is – maybe God just has a sense of irony. Or maybe the point is that one of our greatest needs is to worship God. We don’t always know this, but it is true nonetheless, and when we quit focusing on ourselves and focus instead on worshiping the God who is so good to us, one our deepest needs is met. We just didn’t know, perhaps that that was what we needed.
So worship is essential to faith. But I have also said that sacrifice is essential to worship. Why is that? Because worship, almost by definition, is the opposite of self-centeredness. When we worship God, we make God (rather than ourselves) the center of our devotion. Doing this always involves some element of self-denial or sacrifice, giving up something that we value, giving up attention to OUR wants and OUR need in order to focus on God.
 
Praise God from whom all Blessings flow!
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What Drives Our Lives?
“What drives your Life?” Everyone’s life is driven by something. Most Dictionaries define the verb drive as “to guide, to control, or to direct.” Whether you are driving a car, a nail, or a golf ball, you are guiding, controlling, and directing it at that moment. What is the driving force of your life? 

Right now you may be driven by a problem, a pressure, or a deadline. You may be driven by a painful memory, a haunting fear, or a unconscious belief. There are hundreds of circumstances, values, and emotions that can drive your life. 

These are the opening words to the third chapter of Rick Warren’s now famous book, The Purpose Driven Life. He goes on in that third chapter to give 5 of the most common forces that drive our lives: guilt, resentment/anger, fear, materialism, and the need for approval. What he doesn’t do is to make a distinguishing differentiation between Christians and non-Christians as to what drives our lives. I think in this case he is right on in not doing so because Jesus makes it clear that we are struggling with giving our life to the one thing that should drive our life. “No one can serve two masters,” Jesus says. 

As Christians we are caught in the human predicament that requires us to ask, "To whom (what) shall we go" for life. But again, as Christians our answer should be different than what drives the world, for we know that we belong to God through Christ. My faith tells me that all the hope I have as a human being is in Christ and that the resurrection becomes the one event by which my life is driven. The resurrection gives meaning and direction, it gives focus and motivation to the way I live in this world for others and as much as anything else, to borrow Pastor Warren’s words, the resurrection has for my life eternal implications. With this understanding of the resurrection being the purpose driving my life should there even be a question as to serving two masters. Of course not! 

Stewardship is nothing more and nothing less than realizing the driving force of our life is Jesus Christ. Therefore all that we do and all that we say reflects our desire to give to God through Christ what he has righteously given us. These words are I hope familiar to you. Driven by our desire to let God have control over our lives, we give to God what God has first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions.
Pray that when you read this article you will find yourself wondering, “What drives my life?” Look with hope that you can answer Pastor Warren’s question with an unabashedly and even boldly stated response; “To Christ and his ways for the world I have given my life and for his sake (for his purpose) I am driven for living.”
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Busy-ness

In recent years Satan may have found the most effective weapon against American Christians; both adults and youth. That weapon may very well be busy-ness. If Satan can keep people of all ages busy enough they won’t ever stop long enough to think about what they are doing or where it is God wants them to go. It is so easy to get so wrapped up in our busy-ness that we neglect what direction our lives are taking and it becomes very easy to lose track of what is important - especially our relationship to our Lord and Savior.

There once was a naturalist who found some caterpillars that were busy following each other. So he captured enough caterpillars to make a circle around the rim of a flowerpot he had. He set them nose to posterior and started them walking in the closed circle. For days they turned like a perpetual merry-go-round. Even though there was food in the flowerpot, the caterpillars starved to death on a busy march to nowhere.

That seems to be like many busy people today. They are on a busy march to nowhere. They need to stop and be in the presence of Jesus to find out what direction He would have them go.

Unfortunately, we are teaching the youth in our families and communities to get an early start in being busy rather than seeking God’s guidance and direction in all of their activities. As Jesus asked, “What does it profit someone to gain the whole world, but lose his soul?” It’s not a matter of adding one more thing to already busy lives - it is a matter of deciding just Who is the greatest and eternal priority.
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Prayer Life
We know that we need to pray, and most of us want to pray more, but we just can’t seem to be consistent at it. There are several reasons people don’t pray more. For one thing prayer is work since it requires concentration and a discipline to simply do it. It is something that you get better at with practice. Secondly, prayer doesn’t always seem to work the way you think it should. You cannot always see a direct cause-and-effect relationship with prayer. You have to trust God to answer your prayers as He sees best. Finally, prayer takes time. You can’t rush and say, “Dear God, do this or do that.” You need to remember that prayer is not just us speaking to God; it’s also God speaking to us.
So those are some of the things that make people find it difficult to pray more. So here are some ideas to improve your prayer life!
1) Find a place to pray. It’s true that you can pray anywhere (even in a class room before an exam), but it’s easier to develop a prayer habit if you have a certain place. It could be a time you know that you will be undisturbed in your dorm room. I have known people who went to a nearby park or chapel. When I was in college there was a nice quiet spot in the library I used to go to. There was a time when I tried to pray while running, but I had tendency to have pretty shallow prayers because I couldn’t focus as well.

2) Commit to a daily time. It’s not so important “when” you pray as it is “that” you pray, but it seems easier for most people to have a set time every day for prayer. Of course, your Monday through Friday schedule is different from Saturday and Sunday. But see how a set time every day works for you.

3) Ask God to make your prayer time effective and meaningful. Do this, and you will soon enjoy prayer time and look forward to it.

4) Some people are helped if they write down a list of things they want to pray about such as family, friends, teachers, the country, world events, special needs as they come up, etc.

5) Take time to listen to God. After a time of prayer requests or Bible study just be still for a bit. I honestly believe God strives to talk to us very often, but most of us don’t stop to listen much.

6) Learn about prayer. There are a lot of books on the subject, you might want to ask your college chaplain or pastor for resources.

7) Some people benefit by keeping a prayer journal. They write down special prayers, answered prayers and other thoughts on prayer. They find it helpful to look back over what they have written from time to time. It might not work for you, but try it for a while and see.

8) Realize that it is a privilege to be able to talk to God. You learn to pray by praying and listening to God in prayer. Don’t wait until you master all the separate parts. Put what you know into practice now. Then you will change your life and your world God’s way ... through prayer.
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When The Bible Is Silent
Sometimes in a debate on some spiritual or moral issue some people will take the position that since neither the Bible nor Jesus ever said anything about the subject then they must have supported it, or at the very least accepted it. 

To me, that is like saying that because a certain problem does not appear in an algebra book that means that the problem cannot or even should not be solved. The Bible includes general rules (e.g.: 10 Commandments, etc.), and guidelines (e.g.: pray for your enemies, etc.) for those wise enough to recognize them as revealed to us from God. Common sense would indicate that no book can be big enough to provide specific regulations for every matter that humans will ever deal with. For example, the writers of Deuteronomy could not have known about the addictive and relationally destructive nature of internet pornography. Jesus did not comment on social security fraud because they didn’t have social security. On the other hand, there are specific rules in the Bible (especially in the Old Testament) that are in keeping with the basic guidelines of the Bible, but are no longer binding to us today because they were made to deal with a specific situation of the time. For example, there was a prohibition against drinking blood of animals. This was for health reasons and because a number of Canaanite religions involved drinking blood of sacrificed animals. This rule doesn’t matter for today - in fact, my Grandma used to make blood sausage from animal blood. (But since it was cooked and it was not part of a pagan sacrifice the prohibition no longer applied.)

Hence, there are two points to be made here. For one, Martin Luther and the Reformers understood that God gave human beings reason in order to apply both the grace and law of the Bible to our own situations. For the other, God is interested in creating a certain kind of people in which each person becomes a “little Jesus.” This implies that we will not need to be told exactly what to do at every moment of the day. (As a result, there are plenty of things the Bible and Jesus say nothing about, but to which we can apply what we do know to our situations in life. 

Of course, there are disagreements between different people’s use of reason and their application of what we have in the Bible. (Right now there is disagreement about whether or not the Lutheran faith can support the Church starting to “bless committed same-gender relationships” - that is, gay and lesbian marriage.) 

Sometimes, Christians feel confused as they try to apply their faith to life situations and we end up making decisions we are not so sure about. Sometimes we even make mistakes. But Luther taught that when we work these things through while trusting that God loves us and is at work in our lives (faith) then we are forgiven if we do make mistakes and through this faith God will bless us as we strive to live as His people.
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Do What He Tells You
John 2:1-11 (The story of Jesus changing water into wine at the wedding in Cana.)

There are some people we learn to trust. A coach gives pointers on how to do a new move in the game. Then when you try it, you find that it works. The band-director says, “Come in on the back side of the bear and sharp it slightly.” The solo is great. The driver’s ed teacher says, “Steer toward the skid.” Years later you hit an oil slick, remember the instructor’s advice and you stay out of the ditch.
Not all advice is good. Not all advice is even serious - like when Jesus said, “If your eye causes you to sin - poke it out.”

Whatever good and wise advice we can get can save us a lot of trouble and make things go better for us. Then when we get good advice we can pass it on to someone else.

By the time they went to the wedding in Cana, Mary already knew that Jesus could work miracles. She told the servants to obey Him. “Do whatever He tells you,” she said. They did and a miracle happened.

Some of us have had miracles happen in our lives. Maybe Jesus has transformed you in some way - fixed your loneliness, taken your fears, healed you broken heart, healed your sickness, removed you sin and guilt. If we have known His miracles, we ought to share that, pass it on. We ought to say to those who have not tried His way, “Do what He tells you.” That’s good advice, you know.”
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