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	Jesus Calls Us
Nearly two thousand years ago Jesus came as a baby in Bethlehem and grew up in Nazareth. He called together a small group of people to serve as his disciples. It was a mixed and different group. Brothers James and John were fishers on the Sea of Galilee, Matthew was a tax--collector, Peter and Andrew were also fishers. Jesus called women to serve; Mary Magdalene, his own mother Mary, and later, Priscilla, Dorcas, Lydia and others adopted the discipleship lifestyle as well. Through teaching the parables we read in the Bible, and through modeling a life of servant ministry, Jesus showed what it means to follow him in discipleship.

If you are seeking something more in your life than just frantic daily routine, and if you would like to belong to a group of people who are open to share experience and opinions, discipleship may be the answer. If you feel you need help in living your life now, and seek an opportunity for healthy relationships in which you cannot only say what you believe, but actually go to work and live it out in your life, then God is probably calling you to discipleship. 

When you accept the call that comes to you through baptism to be a disciple, something significant happens. Your life expands. Congregations who successfully model discipleship are places to gather for worship where a larger dimension to life is opened up beyond just the practical and routine. A deeply spiritual dimension is available to you there. A “discipling” congregation champions inclusiveness and diversity. It celebrates the richness of the mix of people who come to serve God. You'll find lots of action and opportunity to do, think, and grow.
People of different ages, including yours, have accepted a call to discipleship because they have sensed that believing and belonging is important to life itself. They have found that being believers and Christian disciples is relevant to the decisions and opportunities that they face in their lives on a daily basis. They have found the disciple-ing church to be a lively place where they can consider a different set of priorities for daily living. There is freedom to be both genuine and empowered to reach their full potential as God created them.

Whatever your ethnic background, financial or educational status, primary language or lifestyle at this time in your life, God is calling you to follow and be a disciple.
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Joy Is Not Dependent On Being Happy
Discipleship is not all sacrificing and doing for others. Jesus promised that being a disciple also brings a deep sense of joy. This joy is not dependent on being happy. Disciples have been chosen for a joy that is not the absence of trouble, but the very presence of God with them all of the time.

After Jesus called his disciples, according to Matthew, he sat them down on the side of a mountain and taught about the joy of being a disciple. Some thought he spoke about life in heaven. But really, he described how life can be right now, for disciples. Jesus' remarks are recorded in Matthew 5 and often called "The Sermon on the Mount' or "The Beatitudes."

In the beatitudes, Jesus promises disciples then, and now, that they will have a bit of heaven while on earth -- a joy-filled life.
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What Can Children Teach Us About Evangelism?
A quick survey of the Bible reveals children have always had a central role is witnessing to God's activity in the world. Examples of Bible stories in which ordinary children ministered to others includes Miriam and Pharaoh's Daughter (Ex 2:5-10), Naaman's Servant Girl (2 Kings 5), The Boy Who Shared His Lunch (John 6:1-14), and The Parable of the Two Sons ( Matthew 21:28-31). Children remind us of truths adults sometimes forget:
* People are most often attracted to churches for sociological rather than theological reasons. They come because they want to be with their friends. 
* Ordinary acts of kindness and hospitality are often used by God for profound purposes.
* The church is a place to experience joy, meaning and community.
* Worship involves trust, laughter, curiosity, use of all the senses, spontaneity, generosity and enthusiasm.            
(ELCA WEBSITE)
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The Opportunity
We live in the midst of a large spiritually yearning public. The mission field is no longer overseas. It is in our neighborhoods and schools. Statistics tell us that as many as 50 percent of the children in your neighborhood may not attend a church, synagogue or mosque. We also know that many parents, faced with the realities of drugs and violence, limited resources and increasing demands, are looking for help in bringing up moral and responsible children. Your congregation can be a community of hope and healing in a hurting and need-filled world. Your congregation can be just what your neighbors are looking for!

Your congregation can be a community of hope and healing in a hurting and need-filled world.
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Sharing Faith Involves Conversations
Sharing faith involves conversations with friends, relatives, associates and neighbors about the presence and importance of Christ in our lives. Sharing faith means embracing opportunities to "name-drop" for God in communication with strangers. Sharing faith means living in such a way that our lifestyle, actions, and words reflect the One whose name we bear: "Christ-ian."
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Sharing Faith – A Response To Baptism
Sharing faith is a natural response to baptism. In the waters of baptism, God cleanses us and marks us a new creation in Jesus Christ. When we affirm our baptism (confirmation, reception of new members), we make public profession of our faith, responding confidently to these words... "Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism....to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed?" For Lutherans, sharing faith involves talking about what baptism means to us.
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Humility to Learn And Teach
I was reading something by a professor at Purdue who teaches an education course. One of the things he does with his students is to have them teach “mini-lessons” to get some experience with the tasks of teaching. For example, he has the math majors teach some lessons to the chemistry majors and then he has the chemistry majors teach some lessons to the math majors. He reported that the math majors are always amazed at how poorly the science majors follow the language of sets and the symbols used in modern algebra. Likewise, the chemistry majors are amazed how poorly the math majors do at following terms like mole, equilibrium, kinetics, etc. The unfortunate thing is that each group sees this as evidence of the other group’s stupidity!
I still remember when I was in school that the social science majors would claim that those of us in the physical sciences were one-dimensional gear heads while we would respond that they were only jealous because they were not involved in real science.
Those anecdotes reflect two spiritual problems that many people need to develop. One is the humility to be willing to learn from someone else. The other is the importance of patiently sharing something you know in a way they can understand without arrogance.
That’s a useful matter to Christians when we share our faith with others. First, we need to listen to the other person and in that way you can know where they are spiritually. (Besides, most people are more likely to hear when they believe that they have been heard.) Secondly, you do your best to share your belief in a way that they can understand it. Although there are two things to avoid with this second item: One thing to avoid, of course, is to avoid being arrogant or contemptuous while you share your belief. (No matter how dumb or even repulsive their ideas seem to be. I have had conversations with people who believe that because there is no God all that matters is whatever you can get away with; others who think history is guided by aliens in flying saucers, etc. It is still important for me to listen - at least for a while.)  The second thing to avoid is feeling that you are failing God if you can’t seem to get your ideas across clearly. You may get a chance to try again in the future and besides God has told us, “My Word will not return to Me void.” That means that whenever you faithfully share any of God’s Word with someone else - even if it doesn’t go well - God will see to it that those words will not be wasted.
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Suffering
Someone has said that “to suffer passes away, but to have suffered never does.” This means that actual suffering always ends, one way or another. What remains forever after are the changes it made in us. Some people grow and become matured by suffering, developing deeper qualities of sensitivity, compassion, strength and courage. Some people become bitter, self-pitying and self-centered. Over the years as a pastor I have known many people and their suffering. From sickness and accidents, to people recovering from abuse, POWs, war, injustice, and so on. The people who grew spiritually never forgot their experiences yet they were able to forgive and get on with their lives with a closer understanding of God’s presence. You don’t have to go through some traumatic event to know suffering. Everyday life provides plenty of experiences for us. A few points about suffering:

1) No one gets a free pass - everyone must face trials of various kinds in life. Often times God does not remove or protect us from trials (sometimes He does) instead He offers us courage and strength to get through when we ask for His help. St. Peter wrote, “Christ suffered for you, leaving an example you should follow.”

2) Suffering can make us better. St. Paul wrote, “...suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit...”

3) God will support us if we ask Him. It is more natural for us to get angry at God when we suffer, but God is the one who will be the greatest help through suffering. After all, God knows about our suffering because He has been here when He came in the form of Jesus.

4) One sign that a person has grown spiritually through an experience of suffering is that they will work to relieve someone else’s suffering. Even greater, is when someone will willingly suffer to help someone else.
It is strange, but quite a few great things have been accomplished while people were suffering. Rembrandt was suffering poverty so badly he couldn’t even afford rags to clean his paint brushes and so used his clothes. Yet, in his unheated room he created the greatest painting of the Renaissance. Dante was so sick people said of him, “There goes a man who has lived in Hell.” Yet, he wrote the “Divine Comedy” in those years. It was in the lowest time of his life that Handel wrote the Messiah. Florence Nightingale developed emergency medical procedures (modern EMTs) after going through the horrors of war. The first hand calculator was designed by a man in a concentration camp. (On the other hand, some of the worst people came out of suffering too - it all depends on what spiritual resources you lean on in the midst of suffering.)

Out of the painful experiences of everyday life, love works, strengthens and holds us together.
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