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	Manage Affairs Of God On Earth
When we hear the Stewardship we have a tendency to think only about monies.  But is that the definition of stewardship? No!

One definition of a steward is a person who manages a household or an estate.  A Christian steward is a person who manages the affairs of God on earth.

God has made each one of us a STEWARD by providing us with gifts that are unique.  These gifts are not ours to do with as we please, but to share.  God has given everything we have to us.

Considering that April is for the purpose of recognizing the Ministry of Building & Grounds, let each one of us dedicate our time and gifts to help cleaning, painting, doing special repairs, landscaping or any other projects that need to be done on the church property.
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Care For God’s House
The “Ministry of Building & Grounds” has the responsibility of providing the proper maintenance and repair of all church property and the protection of the congregation against loss or damage.

While each church’s Ministry of Building & Grounds may vary on how the responsibilities are carried out, the basic objectives would be similar:

1. Be responsible for an update of all church properties, equipment and supplies including acquisition date and approximate value.

2. Recommend to church council any needed repairs or replacement of property and/or equipment.

3. Be responsible for adequate custodial help and service contracts for lawn care, snow removal, furnace and the like.

4. Review annually all types of insurance for church property and equipment and negotiate insurance contracts.

5. Check facilities and equipment for safety and fire hazards annually.

6. Prepare an annual budget.

7. Enlist volunteers for work crews regarding special repairs, cleaning, painting, landscaping, etc.

8. Carry out any other responsibilities designated by the church bylaws and church council.
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The Road Of Life
At first, I saw God as my observer, my judge, keeping track of the things I did wrong so as to know whether I merited heaven or hell when I die.  But later on, when I met Christ, it seemed as though life were rather like a bike ride but it was a tandem bike and I noticed that Christ was in the back helping me pedal.  I don’t know just when it was that He suggested we change places, but life has not been the same since.  When I had control I knew the way.  It was rather boring, but predictable….it was the shortest distance between two points.  But when He took the lead, he knew delightful long cuts, up mountains and through rocky places at breakneck speeds.  It was all I could do to hang on, even though it looked like madness.  He said, “pedal!”  I worried and was anxious and asked, “Where are you taking me?” He laughed and didn’t answer and I started to learn to trust.  I forgot my boring life and entered into the adventure and when I’d say, “I’m scared,” He’d lean back and touch my hand.  He took me to people with gifts that I needed, gifts of healing, acceptance and joy.  They gave me gifts to take on my journey, my Lord’s and mine.  And we were off again.  He said, “Give the gifts away; they’re extra baggage, too much weight,” so I did to the people we met and I found in giving I received and still our burden was light.  I did not trust Him at first in control of my life. I thought He’d wreck it; but he knows bike secrets, knows how to make it bend to take sharp corners, knows how to jump to clear rocks, and knows how to fly to shorten scary passages.  And I am learning to shut up and pedal in the strangest places, and I’m beginning to enjoy the view and the cool breeze on my face with my delightful companion, Jesus Christ.  And when I’m sure I just can’t do anymore, He just smiles and says…”Pedal.”
                                 Author unknown
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A Modern Parable
This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody:  It seems there was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.  It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.
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Spiritual Gifts Identified
· Romans 12:6-8: Prophecy, Teaching, Serving, Exhortation, Giving, Giving Aid, Compassion

· I Corinthians 12:4-11: Prophecy, Healing, Working miracles, Tongues, Interpretation of tongues, Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith, Discernment

· I Corinthians 12:28: Prophecy, Teaching, Healing, Working miracles, Tongues, Interpretation of tongues, Apostleship, Helps, Administration

· Ephesians 4:11: Prophecy, Teaching, Apostleship, Evangelism, Shepherding

“Gifts of the Spirit”, Abingdon Press
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Spiritual Gifts Described

Administration – a gift that enables one to provide leadership and guidance in matters of organization and administration.  The administrator serves by recognizing and coordinating the abilities and gifts of others members of the group, institution, or church.

Apostleship – the ability to communicate the Christian message across cultural (and frequently linguistic barriers and plant a Christian church where there is no knowledge of the gospel.  The term in Greek (apostolo) and Latin (mission) means “a sent one” or a “a messenger.  The rough modern equivalent is a pioneer missionary.

Compassion – transcends both natural human sympathy and normal Christian concern, enabling one to sense in others a wide range of emotions and then provide a supportive ministry of caring.

Discernment – the ability to read or hear a teaching or to consider a proposed course of action and then determine whether the source behind the teaching or action is divine, human or satanic.

Evangelism – the special ability to lead unconverted person to a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ.  Persons with this gift are able to help others to a life-changing decision which moves them to accept Jesus Christ   our Lord and Savior.

Exhortation – the ability to call forth the best within others through the ministry of understanding, encouragement, and counsel.  This gift equips one to lift up and strengthen others by helping them to move from the problem to a resolution of that problem.

Faith – the special ability to “see light at the end of the tunnel,” even though others are unaware of divine possibilities in a situation.  This gift results in one’s having extraordinary confidence in God, and it enables that person through prayer to tap God’s resources in behalf of others.

Giving – empowers one in an extraordinary way to understand or discern the material or financial needs of others and then meet those needs generously.  The more one uses this gift the more God prospers one so that the person with the gift is enabled to give still more.

Giving aid – literally means in the Greek “he who provides leadership in giving aid.” This gift equips one to see practical needs and co-ordinate the resources and abilities of others to that those needs are met.

Healing – enables one to function as an instrument of God’s healing grace in the lives of others.  The gifts of healings (double plural in the Greek text) extend to the healing of the body, the mind, and the emotions.

Helps – a gift that leads to practical ministries to others, which relieve them, in turn, to perform still wider ministries.

Miracles – refer to the superseding the natural law.  In the Book of Acts this gift most frequently relates to healing and to exorcism (E.g., Acts 19:11-12).

Prophecy – the ability to present God’s word with clarity and power.  The primary ministry of this gift is not prediction or foretelling; it principally has to do with declaration or forth telling.

Teaching – the ability to understand and communicate the Christian faith so as to make truth clear to others.  The end result of this gift is the maturing of Christian believers so that they may be more effective Christian disciples.

Tongues – enable some Christians to praise God either in another language not yet learned (Acts 2) or in ecstatic utterance which is not an earthly language (I Corinthians 14).  In either case one’s prayer is addressed to God, not to other people (I Corinthians 14:2).

Tongues, Interpretation of – The interpretation of tongues is required if speaking in tongues is exercised publicly.  This gift enables one to interpret to others the intent or meaning of what was uttered to God by the one being interpreted.

Serving – a task-oriented ministry that results in the supplying of material and temporal services to others in the Body of Christ, thereby freeing them to perform still other ministries.

Shepherding – the ability to give pastoral leadership to an individual or to a community of Christian believers.  The primary function of this gift is to feed, guide and nurture other Christians with sensitivity and sacrificial concern.

Word of Knowledge – knowing a fact or truth about a person or situation as it is directly revealed y the Holy Spirit.

Word of wisdom relates to a special illumination that enables one in a specific instance to grasp divine insight regarding a fact, situation, or context.
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Spiritual Blah
A student wrote who was concerned about feeling frustrated with feeling “blah” spiritually, not feeling grateful for what they know are great blessings, they don’t feel like praying much. This person’s general mood has been affected too. This is something that happens to everyone now and then. I bet it even happens to you. As St. Paul said, “...common to all [people]...” and (as you may suspect) these issues are going to be a problem from time to time for the rest of your life. But that doesn’t mean that its not an important problem because the way you begin to approach these things now could have life time significance and of course, whatever your relationship is to God has eternal significance.

Whenever this happens there are probably portions of a number of factors going on for you. One is the basic tendency of humans to take things for granted. I remember a pastor friend and his wife who adopted a boy from a refugee camp from another land. They moved him from grinding poverty to a wealth that most of the rich in his country didn’t have - yet, in only a few months he was complaining because he didn’t have a bike like the other kids in town (He took things for granted pretty quickly). On the other hand, I knew a generous multi-millionaire philanthropist who was grateful for every little thing all day long - from a flower by his door to a successful business deal to an opportunity to help someone.

This shows that gratitude is really a spiritual matter. St. Paul said for us to “give thanks in all things and in all circumstances.” He also taught that we should “pray at all times.”

What he meant was a constant awareness of God. Pray to God about all the little things as well a the big things. If you sit with a friend at breakfast, give a quick word of thanks for a friend, and for enough food. If you find a parking spot - say a quick word of thanks. When you see a disturbing headline on the newspaper, pray about it, but also thank God for something good about it too. For example, if a soldier is killed quickly pray for him and his family, but also thank God for people of courage and pray that God’s will should be done in bringing liberation to a people who have not known it before. If you have a lousy professor - pray for him or her and ask that somehow you get something useful out of the class anyway.

If you are tempted to anger first evaluate it and see if there is a good reason for anger. Pray for some wisdom and think about what you should do about the situation. If you feel jealousy pray for the person you are jealous of.

Secondly, I have always liked the way C.S. Lewis described us as “amphibians.” (I would like to take a quote from his book, “The Screwtape Letters.” As you read this you need to understand that it is advice from a senior devil being given to a beginner devil.)

 “Humans are amphibians - half spirit and half animal. As spirits they belong to the eternal world, but as animals they inhabit time. This means that while their spirit can be directed to an eternal object, their bodies, passions, and imaginations are in continual change, for to be in time means to change. Their nearest approach to constancy, therefore, is undulation - the repeated return to a level from which they repeatedly fall back, a series of troughs and peaks. If you watch your [human victim] you would have seen this undulation in every department of his life - his interest in his work, his affection for his friends, his physical appetites, all go up and down. As long as he lives on earth periods of emotional and bodily richness and liveliness will alternate with periods of numbness and poverty. The dryness and dullness ... are a natural phenomenon...”

So, it is natural to have spiritually low times in life. There is, of course, a certain danger to those low times, but they are also times that God sometimes uses to help us learn to stand up on our own feet. It is harder to pray at those times, it is harder to obey at those times, but those are the times when it is probably more important that a Christian does do those things.

Also keep in mind that you live in a state of grace. Sure, you may start the day with good intentions and blow it a few times - but you live under the forgiveness and grace of Jesus Christ. Which means you don’t need to dwell on failures, but instead, get up, ask forgiveness if necessary, see if you can learn anything and then get going again.

A third thing is simple busy-ness. I have preached about this quite often, but I don’t think most people take the issue seriously. I believe that Satan has found an effective weapon for keeping many of us from being as effective as God intends and that is busy-ness. It’s too bad, because the busy-ness is not in itself bad. The problem comes when it makes life unbalanced and shifts our true priorities. It is easy to get ourselves into a condition where we are swept along without thinking about where we are going. I believe that this is a big problem. In our own congregation I see many examples of marriages going to pot, souls moving away from God, alcoholics and former drug users relapsing – all because they never stopped to think or pray and consider where their busy-ness was taking them. Too often it is away from the things they would normally consider most important in their lives. Don’t get me wrong - there is nothing sinister about busy-ness in itself, it is just that too few people are thinking about the direction their busy-ness is taking their lives.

Just a few minutes for prayer and devotions is a great discipline to get your life and day centered a bit. Even when you may not feel particularly close to God He is still close to you. As you know by now, feelings can be deceptive. (Think of times you felt someone was mad at you and you were wrong.) When I was in college I would do this just before bed, but when I started to fall asleep in the middle of my prayer and devotions I started doing them first thing in the morning.

A fourth matter is that you are away from the regular spiritual influence of your parents, family, friends and church. Away from home, you may not have as many positive spiritual sources. In fact, there are some negative spiritual influences. There are temptations to things that you know are bad - but many people around you seem pretty comfortable with them. You may never get involved in any of those things, but their presence and the attitudes of friends and others about them can cause a subtle confusion and lack of clarity about things you were once pretty solid on.

Many people go to college or into the service and suddenly have a lot of freedom to do things they never did before, including some very bad things. Unfortunately, too many of them fall into the temptations and it takes a while before the consequences and costs of those things become evident. Some of those temptations are hidden in otherwise good things. When I was in college it was time of liberation for black people, for women, and for the poor. These were good ideas and most of us embraced these things. But along with liberating ideas came some other ideas of liberation. There was a great deal of “personal liberation” which often meant partying with alcohol and drugs. When I was in college about the only drug frowned on was LSD; marijuana and speed were looked on as things that liberated us. It was also before AIDS and birth control had become common and so a lot of classmates and friends of mine believed in a sexual liberation too. Many people saw the liberation movements as an encouragement to abandon Christianity for an “educated paganism” (I wrote about that some weeks ago) as well as all sorts of weird mysticism, the occult, eastern religions, etc. (Unfortunately, quite a few of these people had come out of Christian traditions that emphasized God’s judgment more than His love and so were ripe for these kinds of things.)You see how some good ideas got swept into justification for bad ideas?

At the time, those temptations made me wonder if my Christian faith was out of date or even a road block to human liberation. Now, as I look at the way the lives of some of my friends and classmates have turned out I can clearly see that they had accepted lies and started living by ideas that have caused much pain and destruction for them.

Today, I think young people are somewhat more careful about the temptations we had - but you have new ones to deal with too because every generation has its own problems and temptations to deal with (as well as the old ones).

An important thing that helps is fellowship with other Christians. It doesn’t have to be an intense gathering of like-minded Christians. But just contact will be helpful. 

I still remember one night by the campfire when I was a kid at Bible camp one of the pastors took a log out of the fire and we watched the flames of the log die down. He explained that the same thing can happen to the fire of our spiritual lives if we are not around other Christians.

Sunday worship is a good resource. I know that it is easy in college to go to “St. Mattress Church” or “Bedside Lutheran” but even though you may not know anyone at a church, you can be sure that most of the people in a church want you to feel welcomed. (I didn’t have a car in college and so I walked to a church a little off of campus. It wasn’t my denomination and the people were generally older, but it gave me a proper boost every week.).

Find out if there is a Christian fellowship on campus or if the Chaplain’s office has any programs.

I realize that this has been a bit lengthy, but there is a lot more that can be said about these important issues. There are many resources available to you such as the campus Chaplain, pastors in your town, Christian friends and of course Jesus Christ is always with you and you can talk to Him at any time.

God’s blessings on you and your studies and your work!
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